How to read ‘old’ handwriting

BFHS March 2022



Session One: 18™ to late 17™ centuries

Maidenhead Corporation Quarter Sessions Order Book
1742 (BRO M/J Q s)

As a corporate borough, Maidenhead held its own courts
to deal with petty crime less serious than those reserved
for County Quarter Sessions and Assizes) and local
government matters. The Mayor and two local JPs
presided.

They were held near the traditional feasts of Epiphany (6
Jan), Easter, Trinity (Sun after Whit Sun) and Michaelmas
(29 Sept).

note some tricky letters: line 1 long s [ as in Sessions;
straight line of ¢ as 1n peace; e like ‘0’ with line through as
in Sessions; line across to form t 1s very low or not there at
all; F written ff as in ffaith line 3

Terms :felonies, petty constable, tithingman, recognizance.
Keep the original, odd spelling. Do not modernise.



Maidenhead Corporation Quarter Sessions
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Pauper settlement examination: William Rosier of Hungerford
1796
* Examination to ascertain the settlement (right to claim
poor relief).

* The parish overseers of the poor brought the case
before two local justices, here Cl[harles| Dundas and

Henry Sawbridge.

* For details on this and other poor law papers from

Hungerford see Peter Durrant, ed, Hungerford

Overseers’ Papers 1655-1834 (Berks Record Society
vol 27,2021) number 110.

* Note frequent use of capital letters when not needed.

* The date in December 1s missing



William Rosier pauper examination page one
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Probate inventory of William Berry the elder of Caversham,
yeoman 23 October 1700
Caversham was 1n Oxfordshire until 1911.

Probate invemtories were required by the church courts as part
of the probate procedure — proving the will.

The deceased’s goods were appraised (priced) by two or more
men, usually neighbours able to give an honest appraisal.

The list of his goods usually begins with his clothes and ready
money including debts owed him, then goods in the rooms of
the house and finally the farm, manufactured or trading stock.

The first item 1s In- or Imprimis, Latin for ‘at first’, each
subsequent entry 1s ‘Item’, ‘then’ or ‘next’, often abbreviated to
It’ or It.

Values are in £ s and d; here I (libra), s (solidi) and d (denari)
One signature 1s very clear, the others did not copy well.



Inventor of William Berry the elder of Caversham 1700
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Settlement certificate of William Beaver of Shintield
1698

Men and women moving from one parish to another carried a
certificate 1ssued by the churchwardens and overseers of the poor
who acknowledged their responsibility should they need support
from the poor rate.

The certificate was attested by two J Ps; here .. Vachell and R
Aldworth.

The signature of one churchwarden, John Jennings, and one
overseer, John Jennings, are easy to read.

William Heaver with his wife and one child had moved from
Sulhampsted [sic] Bannister to Shinfield ‘for their better provision
of employment’. The Shinfield Churchwardens would keep the
certificate in the parish chest, to be produced should William or
his family claim poor relief and could return them to
Sulhampstead.

Note the abbreviation for parish on line 10 - p with the tail
wrapped round; long s in many words —see ‘parish’ line 1



Settlement certificate of William Beaver of Shinfield 1698
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