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Programme calendar 2000

Bracknell Branch

Priestwood Community Centre, Priestwood Court Road, Bracknell,
7.15pm for 7.45pm
21 January Home grown roots, members and their families
18 February Family history from newspapers, John Gurnett
17 March  Fire insurance records, David Hawkins

Newbury Branch
United Reform Church Hall, Cromwell Place, Northbrook Street, Newbury,
7.30pm
12 January The Royal Berkshire Regiment and the First World War,
John Chapman
9 February Shops, shopkeepers and shopworkers, Audrey Collins
8 March Brickworks in Berkshire, Mr. D, Johnson
12 April  Milis on the River Kennet and tributaries, Brian Eighteen

Reading Branch

Prospect Technology College, Honey End Lane, Reading, 7.15pm for 7.45pm
26 January Introduction to the Internet, Eddie Spackman
18 February This meeting will be held at St. Peter’s Church Hall, Earley,
Members’ use of computer packages, bring your own
23 February The Society of Genealogists’ Library, Marjorie Moore
29 March Using company records for family history, Tony Corley
26 April Manorial records, Jean Debney

Slough Branch
From January 25 the Branch meetings will be held at Windsor. The venue is
Christ Church, United Reformed Church, William Street, Windsor, 7.30pm for
7.45pm
25 January tbe
29 February tbe
28 March tbc
25 April tbe

Vale of White Horse Branch
Tomkins Room, Baptist Church, Ock Street, Abingdon, 7.30pm
10 January The new Berkshire Record Office, Peter Durrant
14 February An Enumerator’s Tale, Meryl Catty
13 March Poor Law, Marjorie Moore
10 April  the
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It’s good news week....

The news, reported elsewhere (see page
103), that the Research Centre will be
open in February 2000 will come as a
great relief to all those who have missed
the Centre since it closed in July. We
intend to open the Centre gradually in
the opening months of the New Year.
How long it will remain open depends to
a great extent on the number of volun-
teers coming forward to staff the Centre.
We have plans to hold evening classes
on a wide variety of topics from
computers to using basic sources like
the IGI and the 1881 Census.

We expect to have a number of
computers linked to a printer with at
least one on-line to the internet at an
early stage. We have purchased a new
fiche printer and our large collection of
CDROMs will also be available for
research.

So come to the aid of your Society and

volunteer for a morning, afternoon or an
evening at the Centre.

John Gurnett
editor

The illustration on the front cover is of
Buscot House, the home of the Loveden

family (see page 84)

The copy deadline for the March
issue will be February 1.
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Light in dark places: photographs of prisoners
in Reading Gaol

Elizabeth Hughes

Amongst the records of Reading Prison deposited at Berkshire
Record Office (BRO) are four photograph albums of prisoner
“mug shots” for the period 1883-1915.! They were transferred to
BRO from the Public Record Office (PRO) with other records of
Reading Gaol in 1977.

Such albums by no means exist for every prison and their creation
and survival do not appear to have been general. The idea of
recording prisoners photographically seems to have arisen from
the Habitual Criminals Act of 1869, which stated that a register of
all people convicted of a crime in England should be kept by the
Metropolitan Commissioner of Police, together with evidence of
their identity. This was interpreted in some areas as meaning a
photographic likeness.2 It certainly seems to have been the case at
Reading, and Thomas Wood, a local photographer, was employed
to take a portrait and profile photograph of prisoners.3 When it
proved difficult to take the pictures in the open air, a small studio
was erected in the exercise yard. This venture only lasted six
months, after which it was discontinued for financial reasons, and
the studio turned into an execution chamber.4 The early
photographs have not survived; those at Berkshire Record Office
represent a revival of the practice.

It is interesting to see how the photographs change over time. The
earliest pictures show the inmates from head to lap. Many are
dressed in their ordinary clothes, others in prison uniforms,
complete with arrows. This not only identified the clothing as
being of government origin, but also meant that escapees stood
out from the crowd.5 Many uniformed prisoners also wear circular
badges bearing numbers indicating the wing, floor and number of
their cell (see fig.1). There were three wings for criminal inmates,
A, B, and C. These are indicated on plans held at Berkshire Record
Office which show the prison as it was rebuilt in 1841-44.6 The
plans also show that each wing originally had three landings on
which there was a series of numbered cells. Thus, CII1.3 identified
a prisoner belonging to cell 3 on landing 3 of C wing. This was
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Oscar Wilde's cell number, and the pseudonym he used when The
Ballad of Reading Gaol was first published.?

In the photographs taken between 1887 and 1895, most prisoners
have their hands in front of them, palm inwards and fingers
spread, presumably to show if any fingers are missing, since the
photographs were acting as a means to identify prisoners, and as a
supplement to prison registers (see fig. 1). The style is very similar
to that used to photograph prisoners in Pentonville Prison at
about the same period.8

In 1889 the photographer begins to use a mirror so that the
profile, as well as the front view, is included in a single shot. In
1896 the technique changes completely; the photographer takes
two facial shots, one face on, one in profile, we no longer see the
prisoner’s torso, and prison uniform is more rarely seen.

Albums two and three are well indexed by surname, volume one
incompletely so, while the index to volume four is lacking. Where
the volumes are indexed, however, it is a straightforward process
to find named individuals within them. The index normally states
a register number, which appears to be a running serial number
that starts again at one each 1 April; the prisoner’s surname and
first names, including aliases; the page of the album on which the
photograph appears; and the reference number relating to the
inmate in a nominal register of prisoners (a volume and page
number, e.g. 7/43). The photographs themselves are labelled with
the name of the prisoner, the register number and a date.

The subjects of many of the photographs can be found in the nine
surviving nominal registers of prisoners in Reading Gaol
deposited at Berkshire Record Office.? They cover the period
1889-1915, but with significant gaps, and are not indexed. Regis-
ters recording male and female prisoners together cover the
period 1889-1894, although that for 1892-1894 is currently not in
a fit physical state to be consulted. There is then a gap (which
includes the period of Oscar Wilde’s incarceration) until a register
of women only for the period 1905-1915 and four registers of men
only covering 1908-1915. The final register is of Aliens and Irish,
and dates from 1916-1918 when Reading Prison was used as a
place of internment during the First World War. There are no
photographs of these “enemy aliens”.

Because not all the nominal registers have survived, the BRO
references do not correspond to the original register volume



64 « Berkshire Family Historian

" . ) 1 AR
Book CC | For instruckions respecting the Protseraphing of Fresaners, see Staniding Order Ve 4/ ]

T S Y e

ENLS4 Bl Ppent 7.5 47

ot

8

[2068)

Figure 1



Reading Gaol photographs = 65

numbers to which the photograph indexes refer. The first
surviving nominal register, for example is volume seven.
However, the date on the photograph should lead the
researcher to the correct volume.

The nominal registers include the prisoner’s name, the time
and place of hearings of their case, their offence, sentence,
education, height, hair colour, trade or occupation, religion,
birthplace, number of previous convictions, discharge date
and comments. The photographs and registers therefore
complement each other, the former showing the person in
black and white, the latter adding the hair colour and height
and details of their past. However, not every name in the
nominal registers has a photograph. Certainly, no-one
convicted at a Petty Sessions court appears, but nor do all
those tried at Assizes or Quarter Sessions. It seems unlikely
that Oscar Wilde’s photograph was taken as his name is not in
the index to the appropriate album. Several prisoners appear
more than once.

A few examples will serve to show how the albums and
nominal registers may be used together to build up a picture
of individual prisoners. Further information can also be
gained from calendars of prisoners and from the records of
the court at which the prisoners were tried. This may have
been the Berkshire county or borough Quarter Sessions, the
records of which are held at BRO, but is just as likely to have
been the Assizes, the records of which are held at the Public
Record Office, or Quarter Sessions of counties and boroughs
beyond Berkshire.

Figure 2 shows a page from the fourth album as it appeared
before conservation.!© The first photograph on the third row is
labelled G Rotzoll, is dated 17.1.13 and has the reference
number 2871. This reference appears in the nominal register
covering 1913 which tells us that the prisoner’s name was
George Rotzoll alias Willy Strauss, and that he had been
transferred to Reading from Portsmouth Prison.! He was a
waiter, born in Germany, who stated his religion to be Church
of England. He was 23 years old, five feet and one inch tall
with brown hair. He was convicted at the Berkshire Assizes on
11 January 1913 on two counts of larceny, for which he
received two concurrent sentences of three months, and one
count of false pretences for which he was sentenced to one
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month hard labour.!2 It was also recommended that he be
expelled from the country despite the fact that he has no
previous convictions. It was noted that the appropriate form
had been sent to the Secretary of State and his photograph
was stamped with the words “expulsion order”.

Next to George Rotzoll is the photograph of M Finch, also
dated 17.1.13, with the reference number 506. She does not
appear in the same register as Rotzoll because she is a
woman, for which there is a separate volume.13 Her entry in
this register records that her full name was Mary Finch and
that she was a 36 year old laundress from Chester. She was
five feet and one inch tall with light brown hair. She was
committed for trial on 6 January 1913 at Beaconsfield,
convicted at the Buckinghamshire Assizes on 11 January of
larceny in a dwelling house of goods of value above £5, and
sentenced to six months hard labour. She had 15 previous
convictions. The entry also records the nominal register refer-
ence to her most recent conviction so that her criminal career
can be traced further back if the relevant register survives.
She was transferred to Holloway Prison on 24 January 1913.

The third photograph on the row above Rotzoll and Finch is
labelled J Saunders, is dated 3.1.13 and bears the reference
number 2907. The relevant nominal register records John
Bellingham Saunders, aged 16 and two months, a labourer
born in Aldershot.!4 He was committed for trial at
Wokingham on 28 November 1912 and convicted at the
Berkshire Quarter Sessions on 30 December for stealing a
purse and ring. He received a sentence of 18 months at
borstal, where he was transferred on 21 January 1913.15 A
note records that his escort took Saunders’ photograph and
finger prints with him.

Because he was convicted at the county Sessions, we can trace
Master Saunders in the records of the court, which are held at
Berkshire Record Office. The relevant calendar of prisoners
elaborates a little on the nominal register.16 It tells us that he
was an errand boy and was convicted on two indictments, the
first for stealing an antique purse and ring, the property of
Thomas Martin, and the second for stealing seven shillings
from Catherine Eliott Lockhart. Both offences took place in
Wokingham and he pleaded guilty to both. He received two
sentences of 18 months but to run concurrently. A record of
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Saunders’ conviction also appears in the relevant Quarter
Sessions order book but does not add any additional informa-
tion.t7

Until recently, the albums had not been fit to consult because the
sewing was loose and the binding, which was half suede leather,
was very badly damaged. Most of the photographs, as well as the
album paper, were also dirty, and many of the pages were torn.
The Record Office’s conservation staff have recently finished their
work of cleaning and conserving the photographs. It was not
possible to restore any of the binding, so the photographs are now
in melinex (inert plastic) sleeves which have been bound in post
binders with new covers, held together by screws rather than
sewn. They are now available for consultation and are sure to
bring to life the black sheep, and the unfortunates, of many a
family.

Captions
fig. 1. BRO P/RP1/5/2
fig. 2 BRO P/RP1/5/4

I am grateful to Roberta Ciocei for the information concernmg conservation of
the photographs
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Famous ancestors

John Gurnett

I was in my doctor’s waiting room the other day and while waiting
to be seen I saw a copy of Hello! Magazine dated August 1, 1992.
To be honest a rather glamorous picture of Whitney Houston
made me pick it up, but what I found totally fascinating was an
article on descendants of famous and infamous Americans. A few
of those featured include Susan Brown, who drives a school bus,
and is a descendent of Abraham Lincoln; and George Armstrong
Custer IV, a landscape designer, who is the great-great-great
grandson of General Custer. Among the infamous there’s a
descendent of the notorious Dalton Brothers, who ironically earns
a living as a private detective. The great-niece of Al Capone lives
in France, but she’s not at all proud of being a relative of the
1930s gangster. Prairie Rose Little Sky is quite determined to
become a biology teacher and as she inherits the genes of her
ancestor Chief Crazy Horse the Sioux warrior, no doubt she will.

Curiously enough in November the Telegraph Magazine had a
similar feature. Laura, Emmeline Pankhurst’s great-great-
grandaughter, is apparently obsessed by her Barbie dolls; Charles
Dickens great-great-great grandson Harry Lloyd (an Eton
schoolboy) says “I was always aware of him but I didn’t realise
how famous he was, I just thought he was this old geezer who
wrote books”. None of the present Duke of Wellington’s children
has a passion for military warfare, so another family tradition has
come to a full stop.

If you've got a famous ancestor let me know and perhaps we’ll be
able to tell your story in a forthcoming magazine.
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The X-files
Ralph Bradbury

All of us in our time must have looked at those worthy publica-
tions: “My Ancestor was a Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Sailor”, etc. I am
beginning to think there is a real need for an addition to the
series. [ have, therefore, done some lateral thinking and hit upon
the ingenious idea of an additional index — one might even
suggest a “spirit guide”. My sense of duty calls me to help those
frustrated researchers who have spent night after night burning
the midnight oil vainly searching through every parish record they
can find looking for that elusive ancestor only to face a blank wall
at every turn. What I have in mind would appeal to everybody.
How about My Ancestor was a Heathen? No, don’t snigger and
laugh behind your hand, I am serious. Of course I don’t mean
those far off ancestors who ran around with woad to keep out the
cold or who settled friendly disputes with clubs and shields and
who shouted down at their neighbours with war cries. No, that
would be ridiculous. What I have in mind is not any old list. It
must conform to our usual run of ancestors, just like you and me.

The publication should list people like wizards, witches,
magicians, warlocks, shamans, witch doctors and the general run
of helpful people who must have lived in every community. There
would be a list of those who organised covens, where they took
place, full details of what went on, how they were dressed (or
undressed for that matter). In other words, how ordinary people
let their hair down and thoroughly enjoyed themselves. Just
imagine after a frustrating search for a long lost ancestor, you
finally do the obvious and turn to this publication and there is the
very entry you have been looking for, together with all the neces-
sary details, including references. You then sit back and conjure
up a picture and pleasantly imagine yourself joining in. It would
make the search entirely worthwhile.

There could also be details of burnings, hangings (even those who
were drawn and quartered), and the prophecies or curses they
made.

Is there anybody out there who would be willing to join Scully and
Mulder and make a start on just such an index?
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Biscuits, Beer & Bulbs - Reading’s old
company records

Tony Corley

At the beginning of the nineteenth century Reading was predomi-
nantly an agricultural town with few major industries; yet by the
end of the century, while farming still played an important role in
the town’s activities, Reading had established itself as a major
employer with companies producing beer, biscuits and seeds.

Reading was the largest centre for brewing in the county. There
were five brewers in the 1830s, but Simonds established itself as
the single largest brewery in the town. The magnitude of the
growth of Simonds can be understood when we see that in 1860
beer output was 19,000 barrels a year, while by 1890 it had
increased to 111,000 barrels a year. Meanwhile, another Reading
company - Huntley and Palmers - was achieving significant
growth. In the 1850s the flour required for a nine-month period
cost just under £25,000: by 1873-4 the company’s annual intake
of flour was more than 10,000 tons, costing just over £195,000.
Between 1874 and 1894 biscuit production alone increased by
38.6 per cent.

Between 1851 and 1901 the population of Reading increased from
22,000 to 72,000. Migration was playing an increasing role in the
growth of the town, attracted by the new industries. Reading had
expanded its boundaries in 1887 absorbing Newtown, the
Wokingham Road area beyond Cemetery Junction, and part of
Tilehurst. It had the largest population of all the towns in the
county and was the only one big enough to achieve county
borough status in 1889.

To understand the social background and employment of individ-
uals at this time we have to rely on the decennial census returns.
The official Census Report every ten years gives a breakdown of
the population between men and women, and in the various age
groups, and also the numbers in the principal trades and profes-
sions.

The transcription and indexing of the 1851 census for Berkshire
has given us a snapshot in time of the age, family background and
life in Berkshire’s largest town.
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The 1881 index on CDROM, and that for 1901 (when it becomes
available), will enable us to trace the working life of individuals
over a period of time.

To take at random a not uncommon Reading name, the 1851
Census records George Shackleford, tinman, 55 and his two sons,
Thomas, 27, foundry labourer, and Charles, 24, tin plate worker.
It would enrich the Shacklefords’ family history to know that one
was employed in what became the Reading Iron Works and the
other two at the future Huntley Boorne and Stevens. In fact,
Charles became the foreman and inspector at the tin plate works,
his son (also Charles) was a tin plate worker, and another son,
Samuel, was a clerk at the biscuit factory. It would also add to our
knowledge of this family if additional information were available,
such as the dates of their employment and wage rates.

So as not to raise expectations unduly, it has to be said at the
outset that surviving company archives in Reading yield very
patchy data on individual employees. Yet that information is still
well worth exploring. To provide some background for those
interested, let us see how patterns of employment in the town
changed between 1851 and 1901. Here are some of the changes in
occupations that took place, according to the Census Reports:

1851 1901
Professional people, including teachers 430 1,600
Construction workers 680 3,000
Engineers 60 990
Railway workers 160 980
Gardeners 190 475
Road transport workers(coachmen, carters etc.) 100 920

Table 1 Occupation changes

These figures are only rough guides, as they depend on the skills
of the Census enumerators in finding out what some people — say
clerks, labourers or smiths — actually did. Also some categories
changed between Censuses. Yet they help to sketch in the town’s
infrastructure, or the activities of those behind the scenes in
Reading’s dramatic period of industrial boom. At heart this was
still a market town, with weekly markets, a Corn Exchange,
regular fairs and agricultural shows. But by 1901 Reading had an
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enviable reputation far and wide for its industrial products, inter-
nationally as well as at home. The Three B’s Bar, near the Old
Town Hall and Reading Museum, recalls the fame of biscuits, beer
and bulbs (or seeds), to which we may add (tin) boxes. In an
article in the Berkshire Family History Society magazine (Spring
1980), I wrote about ‘Reading’s Nineteenth-Century Industrial
Families: An Enquiry’. The principal families were:

Founded Employees
1851 1901
Simonds Beer 1785 32 250
Cocks Sauce 1789 1 30
Sutton Seeds 1806 12 500
Barrett Exall and
Andrewes Iron works 1817 250 (closed 1887)
Huntley & Palmers  Biscuits
& cakes 1822 143 5000
Huntley Boorne
and Stevens Tins 1832 12 850

Table 2 Reading’s nineteenth century industrial families

All six of these firms manufactured products out of agricultural
materials, such as wheat and barley, often bought in from the
countryside that still surrounded the town, or else undertook
ancilliary business: Huntley Boorne & Stevens supplied Huntley &
Palmers with tins, while the Iron Works made agricultural
machinery. The founders of the firms had usually been born
elsewhere, but were impelled to move to the town by its good
communications with the rest of England, whether by road, canal,
or rail (and now motorways). The spectacular increase in the
workforce of most of these firms shows how their business leaders
took full advantage of the commercial opportunities in this era.

Sadly, all but one of the above firms has now disappeared from
Reading. Only Simonds’ brewery remains. In 1960 it amalga-
mated with Courage and Barclay of London, and later moved from
its original site in Seven Bridges (now Bridge Street) to the
southern edge of the town, as the headquarters of Courage Ltd.’s
Central Region. Its ultra-modern building, completed in 1980,
overlooks the M4 motorway at Worton Grange. Before the many
changes had taken place, I examined its archives, and found no
wages documents. I discuss the other five firms in turn below.
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Cocks

This firm closed in 1962, and the last chairman handed me the
remaining papers, comprising mainly books of labels and the like.
The name of William Biggs, manager of the Reading sauce
warehouse in the mid-1860s, survives because he was Grand
Secretary of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Berkshire and
Buckinghamshire freemasons from 1869 to 1877. We know about
Lucy Dore, 36, of 4 Vine Court, because in the 1851 Census she
described herself as a labourer at the sauce makers; I did not note
her in my trawl through the 1861 Census.

Huntley Boorne & Stevens

Again, there were very few surviving records of this kind. George
William Brown had been chief engineer in the Reading Iron
Works, but when it closed in 1887, he moved to an identical post
in the tin factory. In 1873 Charles Shackleford (whom we met
earlier) was appointed Inspector of Work, in his mid-40s. A
printed notice warned the hands of his duties: ‘To prevent waste
of Time, Tin-plate, Gas, Solder, Solution, Iron, Varnish, Turpen-
tine, Coke, Rosin, Cotton Waste, or any other materials’. He must
have been a thoroughly detested work study man-cum-progress
chaser. A tradition handed down to my time recalled an employee
— his name now lost — who had suffered a nasal accident and was
given a tin nose. The only nominal list, with wages between 21 and
27 shillings weekly, was unfortunately undated but is clearly a
twentieth-century one. It contains 107 names, of No. 1-5 shops.
Some pencilled comments include ‘poor hand’, ‘very old’ and ‘bad
eyesight’.

Reading Iron Works

The Reading Iron Works Ltd., as it became in 1864, then had
about 350 employees. I managed to identify 158 names in the
1861 Census. This revealed that 33 per cent had been born in
Berkshire; one came from France and one from Germany. In the
Berkshire Family History Society magazine (Summer 1981), I
discussed two ‘Addresses’ from the workmen (no women then) to
the partner Charles James Andrewes in 1858 and to Alfred Barrett
in 1863, both on the occasion of their marriages. The former
‘Address’ contained 267 signatures, 18 marked with an X because
of illiteracy (someone else filling in their name). In 1863, there
were 331 signatures; six pencilled names are perhaps of those
unable to sign, but some others are clearly the efforts of those still
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trying to master the art of writing. One of those in the 1858 list
was Stephen Gyngell (1832-1904), a former apprentice there, who
two years later was the founder of the Reading Co-operative
Society. He obviously left to work full-time in the co-op as he does
not appear in the 1863 ‘Address’. A fellow-committee member was
Charles Henry Cheer, foreman of the boiler shop, who signed
both. One would like to know more about the splendidly named
Rockeliff Greenaway (1863), who had some Greenaway relatives
there.

The firm closed in 1887, owing to a lengthy agricultural and
general depression. That was made worse by Andrewes’ poor
commercial judgement in a very cut-throat market for the agricul-
tural machinery and steam engines on which it had achieved such
a strong reputation.

Sutton & Sons

The man who built up the seed firm from an insignificant flour
and meal business to international fame was Martin Hope Sutton
(1815-1901). The most gifted of all Reading’s nineteenth-century
entrepreneurs, he spent his life making out lists of one kind or
another. He kept three separate diaries, on personal, business and
religious matters respectively. Fifteen ‘Labour lists’ for the 1860s
and 1870s have survived, all on separate pieces of paper in his
handwriting. His first comprehensive schedule dates from 1869,
and contains 110 names by department, with weekly wage rates,
most in the range of 14-16 shillings, with five shillings for
juveniles. As by then it was a mail order firm, fulfilling orders
from their annual catalogues, 33 of the employees worked in the
offices. The final list was for 1878-9, with office staff numbering
69 out of the 243 employees. Martin’s younger brother was a
committed evangelist; a note reads ‘A book given to each by Alfred
Sutton’ — almost certainly a religious one.!

An altogether more valuable document is an A3 -sized volume, a
‘List of Employees’, started at the beginning of 1910 but clearly
kept in use up to 1939. As it has separate alphabetical sections,
names can be found relatively quickly within each letter. Of the
1,524 names, B is the most used letter (164), followed by 8, W and
H (140, 135 and 132 respectively); there are only six Y's and 2 Q’s.
For each employee the book gives name, address, wages, depart-
ment, when came, when left and ‘remarks’. An extra bonus for
family historians is that relationships (sons, daughters, mothers,
sisters) are noted; the first lady clerks were employed, in the
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Despatch Office, in 1916.2 Other registers are those of sales ledger
and invoice clerks from 1872 to 1905 and annual lists of ledger
office staff between 1899 and 1914.3

Huntley & Palmers

The most noteworthy company in Reading, by reputation and as
the largest employer of labour, was Huntley & Palmers, which
departed from the town in the 1970s. The co-founder, George
Palmer, had in 1846 invented the first continuously-running
biscuit machinery in the world. Although his biscuits were expen-
sive, their quality was of the highest. The goodwill he built up was
helped by well-developed marketing skills.

In the full-length history of the firm I wrote in 1972, I gave the
number of employees and average wage rates from 1844 to 1914.
Over these seven decades, the total workforce rose from 17 (all
men) to 5,000 directly employed, of whom 1,200 were females. In
1914, average wages for unskilled men were 21 shillings; women
(all unmarried) had to be content with 11 shillings. Of the 143
employees in 1851, I found 99 in that year’s Census, 66 of whom
had been born in Berkshire.

Mixing machine
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During my time researching the book, the company received a
number of letters each month, asking about an ancestor or two
believed to have worked for the company. It was then impossible
to answer particular queries of that kind. However, after my book
was published, Lord Palmer was kind enough to present to the
University of Reading (which had received many benefactions
from the Palmer family) all the company records. These are now
available, in the Archives Office in the University Library, to all
researchers giving prior notice. Only a few very recent documents
are at present closed. Some of the employment records are of
specific interest: 23 names of those working in No. 4 shop in 1891,
100 names of staff between 1916 and 1931, and salaries of 46
office workers together with wages of 27 skilled operatives such as
engineers, a chemist, photo artist, binder, stamp-maker and ink
grinder, between 1912 and 1923.4

Another relevant document is the minute and account book of the
firm'’s Sick Fund from its establishment in 1849 until 1855. All
employees who wished (some belonged to other benefit societies)
could, after vetting, join the scheme. They contributed sixpence a
week, and received 12 shillings a week benefit during illness. The
fund employed a doctor at £25 a year; his services, which included
‘cupping, bleeding, tooth drawing and leeches’ were very heavily
used until a refundable shilling fee was charged for each consulta-
tion. A list for 1855 has 98 names (including first names), showing
the amounts paid in and paid out and in credit to each member.5

Other H & P records have their own family history value. The 39
Visitors’ Books cover the period from 1869 to 1973. Many signers,
of course, gave addresses outside the borough, but during that
century most inhabitants of the town, especially schoolchildren,
must have done the factory tour escorted by lady guides. A
separate book shows signatures of British royalty and overseas
dignitaries such as the ex-US president Ulysses S. Grant and the
Empress Eugenie. In 1892, Oscar Wilde came with some
theatrical friends and signed the ordinary book. He was a friend of
Sir Walter Palmer, who dropped him when Wilde was tried and
then imprisoned in nearby Reading Gaol three years later.6

The company had its team of fire-fighters, with its own launch to
tackle any blaze with water-jets from the canal: mercifully, seldom
needed for real. The Fire Brigade Report Book, covering 1881 to
1948, recorded the names — over 100 in a separate list for 1909 —
and all the drills carried out.” A further document, with signa-
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tures, was described in the Berkshire Family History Society
magazine in 1981 in conjunction with the Iron Works’ Addresses.
This was an illuminated Address given to George Palmer’s eldest
son George William on his marriage in 1879. No fewer than 110 of
the firm’s reading-room committee and members signed the
Address, to accompany the presentation of a silver epergne, or
dinner-table ornament.

Although covering only the period 1857-1868, for family histo-
rians the most generally useful source will be five books —
measuring 25cms by 20cms — recording names and wage rates.
The first volume, bound in black, runs from 1857 to 1859. It
contains 517 names (surnames only, except to differentiate those
with a like surname), 286 in the manufacturing department, 134 —
plus 17 girls — in packing, 45 carpenters and coopers, 42 smiths
and engineers, and 10 shop and general workers. Unskilled hands
were paid 4d. an hour, or 3s.4d. a day of 10 hours; they worked
from 6.30am to 6.30pm, with 40 minutes for breakfast and an
hour for dinner. Their weekly wage was then 20 shillings for six
days, closing at 2pm on Saturdays. As each employee left, a new

Travelling oven discharging biscuits
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name was inserted; that creates a moving picture of activity in the
firm rather than a snapshot at one moment of time.8

The four succeeding books are all red-bound. Like the previous
black one, the book covering 1860-3 lists all departments with a
total of 650 names, 299 in manufacturing and 200 (plus 16
females) in packing. The smiths and engineers, still 42 in number,
remind us how the factory relied on steam engines by then.
Bearing in mind the labour turnover, the ‘snapshot’ number of
employees in 1861 was 535.9 As this total increased to 920 by
1867, all departments could no longer be included in one volume,
and the last three books are divided.

The Manufacturing Department book partly duplicates the earlier
one, starting in August 1860 and running through to April 1869. It
contains 602 names, as against the previous 299. Pasted in the
front are the ‘Rules and Regulations, for the purpose of preserving
good order’, which laid down fines for offences such as swearing,
bringing in liquor and having hands and faces unwashed. The
fines went into the Sick Fund box; no one was dismissed except
for a criminal act.t0

The Packing Department book runs from 1865 to 1868. Numbers
were up from 200 to 395, but there were only eight females listed
instead of 16. The final book, of ‘Fitters, Carpenters, Bricklayers,
etc.” is for 1862-9, but a note reads, ‘Transferred, March 1865’. It
lists 49 box carpenters (tins for overseas were packed up in bulk
wooden boxes) as against 20 previously, 32 smiths and engineers
— formerly 42 — 16 tinmen, 29 bricklayers, 13 shop boys and 10
miscellaneous.!!

Those were all the wages books I could find, but I remember
seeing some large wages ledgers for the 1870s. These were not
kept in strong rooms but were stacked in open shelves. No doubt
they were discarded when the premises in Kings Road were
cleared before being demolished. If we must regret their destruc-
tion, it is a matter of satisfaction that all the documents in safes
and strong rooms were secure, and are now available to be studied
by researchers at the University.

Conclusion

This is a preliminary attempt to bring together, from the sources
known to me, all the surviving information by name about
employment in Reading industries before 1914. This information
does seem to be a little thin, with very large gaps in what the firms
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concerned apparently felt to be worth preserving. More extensive
searches, or (as sometimes happens) an unexpected reference in
another document or catalogue of archives, may help to broaden
our knowledge about those who worked in the town and are
nowadays almost entirely forgotten, except by those family histo-
rians who are helping to bring their memories alive again after so
many decades. :

My thanks are due to Michael Bott, Archivist, University of
Reading, and to Professor E J T Collins, of the University’s Rural
History Centre.
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Sex & scandal in north Berkshire

John Gurnett

Until the 1857 Divoree Act divorce and separation was confined to
the rich elite. If a husband wished to divorce his wife he would
need to go through a complicated series of procedures with no
certainty of the outcome. In the early nineteenth century divorce
involved three separate lawsuits: one in an ecclesiastical court, for
separation from the adulterous wife, one in a civil court against
the wife’s lover for damages for criminal conversation, or crim
con, and a private parliamentary bill. Crim con involved a writ of
trespass, the principle being that by using the body of the wife, the
alleged adulterer had damaged the property of her husband.

The nature of the divorce procedure meant that few husbands
came before the courts, but one scandalous case involved Edward
and Anne Loveden of Buscot Park near Faringdon. Little is known
about their marital relationship, although as an MP, and with his
county commitments, Edward would have been away from home
on many occasions. Anne said she felt neglected, so a young good
looking visitor ‘who had the reputation of flirting with every
woman he came near’, would have been a clear temptation despite
the moral climate of the time. Thomas Raymond Barker, the son
of a close friend of Edward, lived a short distance away at Fairford
Park, and he was a constant visitor to Buscot. Edward supported
him at College and even lent him an expensive horse. In 1805 both
friends and servants noticed a growing attachment between Anne
and Tom. The love affair had begun.!

‘that loss of virtue in a female is
irretrievable, that one false step
involves her in endless ruin’

One of the witnesses in the divorce action that followed four years
later who heard the gossip felt compelled to approach Anne. She
is said to have taken it badly declaring that “so long as Mr. Barker
behaved well to her she should not alter her behaviour to him”.
According to the Consistory Court judge this was a symptom of
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blind attachment, because a “women of delicacy who had been
informed by a friend that her character was suffering would, for
her protection and good name, have avoided such unfavourable
impressions of her character”.2 As Jane Austen wrote in ‘Pride
and Prejudice’: “that loss of virtue in a female is irretrievable, that
one false step involves her in endless ruin, that her reputation is
no less brittle than it is beautiful”.

Anne does not seem to have cared for her reputation. The couple
were often seen walking arm in arm in the grounds of the house,
and when her husband was away they would remain closeted for
hours in Anne’s dressing room, where men were not usually
admitted. The housekeeper, Hannah Calcutt, later gave evidence
that the couple had already ‘conceived a criminal passion for each
other’. In the following year more evidence emerged. On one
occasion the butler noticed first Anne and then Tom enter her
dressing room before she had rung the bell to announce she was
awake. When breakfast was served the butler also saw them
sitting close together and “mixing their legs or feet together in a
very peculiar and indecent fashion”.

Anne paid particular attention to his accommodation when he
visited the house, taking care with the ornaments, getting
lavender, hyacinth roots, and roses, even assisting with making
the fire. No sooner was her husband absent then Tom arrived by
appointment. When he was in the house she told the servants to
say she was out if visitors called.

By the end of 1806 Edward became suspicious. He sought the
advice of an old friend Francis Knight. Edward wanted to send
Anne back to her mother, but Knight counselled that there was no
real evidence of any impropriety. Francis Knight did talk to Tom
about Edward’s suspicions and warned him not to visit Buscot
Park. Later in 1807 Anne and Tom spent two nights at the Barker
family house at Fairford. Edward was furious with his wife for
disobeying his wishes, but Knight once again advised that there
was no proof of misconduct.

Gradually more rumours began to reach Edward, and his son
Pryse, and Tom was once again ordered never to come to the
house again. But the liaison continued. They were seen kissing
and almost discovered making love in the greenhouse.

While the family was in London Edward’s coachman and footman
gave evidence that in May 1806, his mistress picked up Tom in
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her coach. It was hot weather and she was accustomed to have the
carriage open, but on this occasion it was closed and when she got
out “she looked very warm and wild in her attire”. On another
occasion in 1807 while the house guests were out hunting, the
cook looked for her mistress to ask how to make a particularly fine
dish. She searched the house and finally Anne emerged from the
dining room closely followed by Tom. Anne was “very red in the
face and extremely confused, and held her riding habit half-way
up her legs as if she did not know what she did for the confusion
she was in”.

By 1808 Edward’s under-butler, Warren Hastings, suspected that
his mistress had received Tom. She denied that he had been there,
yet upon hearing a noise late at night, Hastings ran out of the
house with a pistol in his hand and caught Tom attempting to leap
over the palings. The two men, one a servant and the other a lay

‘Anne was very red in the face and extremely
confused, and held her riding habit half-way up
her legs as if she did not know what she did for
the confusion she was in’

fellow at Merton College, Oxford, spent three-quarters of an hour
in conversation. Hastings warned Tom that the affair was well
known in the neighbourhood, a horse-dealer had even mentioned
it at a local market. Tom admitted that he was planning to see
Anne, but promised Hastings that he would never visit the house
again. Tom’s father and Edward’s son-in-law, Mr. Cox, also
warned Tom to stay away from Anne. The following morning
Hastings saw Anne and she admitted seeing Tom. Hastings said
that her behaviour was imprudent, and he told her that Tom had
given him an assurance that the clandestine affair would end. She
promised never to see Tom or correspond with him again. But the
lovers were now committed to each other and entering into corre-
spondence.

What Anne did not know was that the servants were conspiring
against her. In November 1808 James Hooper, Edward’s manser-
vant, took a locked bag of letters from Buscot to the Faringdon
Post Office. He was warned by Anne’s maid that the package
contained letters addressed to Tom. Hooper removed the package
and found that it contained three letters. One was from Tom dated
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1804, another was an amorous love-letter from her. The third
letter was sealed and became the decisive evidence of adultery
which the servants had sought. In it Anne gave details of her
menstrual cycle over the winter months, so that they could avoid
making love on those days. She recommended the avoidance of
intercourse for six days after her period. It was clear that she was
embarrassed by writing such personal details. “Now love, she
wrote, “you cannot but consider me most indulgent. I flatter
myself too, most explicit, but I am so much ashamed of what I
have said that I shall instantly seal it up and expect that you as
readily and immediately commit it to the flames”. With this
evidence of adultery it remains curious why Hooper did not
immediately pass the correspondence on to his master? He waited
for a further four months before doing so.

In March of the following year while Edward was at Abingdon for
a meeting of the local militia the servants suspected that Tom
would try to see Anne again. Hastings said that he heard the
library window open and Tom admitted by Mrs. Loveden. At
about nine o’clock he was ordered to bring a glass of wine and
water into the library. Tom was not there, but Hastings suspected
he was in the study, on the other side of the stairs. The servants
said that Anne went earlier to bed that night than was usual.
Hastings suspected that the defendant would go from the study to
his mistress’s bedroom. He watched until nearly two o’clock but
saw nothing. Hannah Haynes, Anne’s maid, usually slept in the
same bed with her mistress when Edward was absent. But on this
occasion she was in an adjoining room.3 In the middle of the night
she heard a noise as if the bolt of the door was raised and
somebody entering her mistress’s bedroom. The next morning she
examined the bed and found it “very much tumbled” leaving her
without any doubt that two people had slept in it.

The next morning Hastings tried the door of the library and found
it locked and asked his mistress for the key; she denied having
one. Hastings was not satisfied and got a carpenter to put a ladder
against the window and when it was opened Tom was found
hiding in the room, with his boots on and his greatcoat over his
arm attempting to hide himself behind the door. He was released
by Anne who had found a key to the room.

The housekeeper immediately sent a letter to Edward, who was
staying with his son at Woodstock. When it arrived Hooper took
the letter, with the package of letters from Anne intercepted the
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previous November. Hooper’s reason for not handing over these
letters before was that Pryse had been out hunting: a justification
which really does not make any sense, unless the servants were
waiting to catch the couple in the act of sleeping together. But why
not hand over the letters to Edward rather than his son? In the
event Edward sent for his lawyer and the legal formalities began.

The High Court action for crim con was heard on July 3, 1809. It
involved eight separate occasions when intercourse was said to
have taken place, although only two were relied on in court, the
rest going to prove an improper familiarity between the parties.
Although the evidence was convincing Edward was unable to
introduce the damning letter about his wife’s menstrual cycle as it
had not been delivered to Tom, and the indelicate nature of its
contents could not be read in court. Despite that the remaining
evidence should have been sufficient to convict. In his summing
up Lord Ellenborough went through the eight occasions when it
had been suggested that adultery took place. He found the
evidence unconvincing or ambiguous. He set very high standards
of proof, and his view was that all the evidence was circumstan-
tial. The jury was out for 45 minutes and when they returned
brought in a verdict of not guilty. Although they won the case both
Tom and Anne’s reputations were tarnished.

The turning point was Anne’s letter on her menstrual
cycle......’it is a letter which from public decency is
not permitted to be read in court.”

Edward took the case to the Consistory Court, before Sir William
Scott, when 20 witnesses gave evidence. Anne denied adultery,
although she admitted an unnatural attachment to Tom. Contrary
to the opinion given in the High Court Sir William said it was a
fundamental rule that it was not necessary to prove the direct fact
of adultery. “It is rare for the parties to be caught in the act”, he
said. It was not necessary to prove that adultery took place in a
certain room at a precise hour, circumstantial evidence should be
sufficient.4

The turning point for the Consistory Court hearing was Ann’s
letter on her menstrual cycle, “It is a letter which speaks for
itself”, Sir William said, “without reference to any external trans-
actions. It is a letter which from public decency was not permitted
to be read in this Court; but I feel that my public duty calls upon
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me to state so much as this — that it does contain an account of
the times in which the periodical indisposition of the sex visits
her, and when she says she must avoid intercourse; she promises
to mark the period in future so that he may always compute it
without difficulty”.s

The evidence from the witnesses seems conclusive, said Sir
William, “the only wonder in the case is that such an intercourse
could have been possible for such a length of time, without in
some way or other, by some accident, by some information,
reaching the notice of Mr. Loveden”.6

In his judgement Sir William declared that he was satisfied that
adultery had taken place for a considerable time. So Edward could
now be legally separated from Anne. The next step was the intro-
duction of a Bill in the House of Lords for full divorce. When it
finally reached the Commons Anne was awarded maintenance of
£400 a year. Edward was clearly furious at the high cost of his
divorce settlement and when the amendments went back to the
Lords Edward urged them to drop the Bill. By abandoning the
divorce action Edward deprived Anne of a substantial settlement,
now he would only need to pay her expenses under the original
marriage contract amounting to no more than £100 a year.

The servants played a key role in gathering the evidence for their
master and protecting his good name. But why did they fail to
keep him informed about Anne’s relationship with Tom on a
continuing basis? What seems doubly strange is that Edward did
not attempt to find out from the servants what they knew. As we
have seen the affair lasted for four years. Edward and his son had
heard rumours and banned Tom from the house, yet the servants
made no move. They must have been aware of developments in
the household; they spied on Anne and set traps for her yet they
seemed to have held their counsel. Even when they obtained the
damning letters they were withheld from the family for four
months. The question is why? Why did Hooper not give the letters
immediately to Edward’s son? The reason given in court that
Pryse was out hunting seems particularly weak. When Edward
had all the evidence surely he would have demanded a full expla-
nation from his own servant Hooper? The only answer would
seem to be that the servants were acting on the instructions of
their master or his son. They must have been told to watch Tom
and Anne and report all the evidence. It is possible despite the
explanation given in court that the letters were in fact given to
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Edward or Pryse four months before. Edward may have been
waiting to catch his wife and Tom actually sleeping together. If
this explanation rings true it does mean that Edward was
attempting to entrap his wife. Alternatively were the servants,
more particularly Hooper and Hastings, blackmailing Anne and
Tom? It may be unlikely, but it is unquestionably a possibility.
How else to account for the delay in handing over the letters to the
family?

However, Sir William Scott was convinced that this was not a case
of entrapment. “There is I think no reason to presume any kind of
connivance” on the part of Edward. Laurence Stone believes this
effectively destroys any argument that Edward set a trap for his
wife.7 If we accept that he may have ignored his wife’s affair we
are still left with many unanswered questions. Did his son know
the full story? If so his motive could have been to destroy his step-
mother’s reputation and deprive her of a substantial legacy after
Edward’s death.

What kind of man was Edward? He was born in 1750. When he
was 17 years old he inherited his father’s large fortune. Five years
later his uncle died leaving the whole of his estate to the young
man described at the time as remarkably handsome. He married
three times, firstly to Margaret Pryse, a Welsh heiress in 1773,
then an even richer heiress, the daughter of a hop merchant. The
third time he found another wealthy bride Anne Liddell. When
they married in 1794 Anne was 21 years old and Edward 43. So far
he had received two large inheritances, one including Buscot Park,
and married three rich heiresses. Tt could be argued that he was
lucky, alternatively that he had a mercenary streak which made
him seek out money. His constituents had already detected a
parsimonious streak in his character which strengthens this
hypothesis.8

His political career gives many clues to his character. His
Berkshire property gave him a strong county interest and he was
returned as an MP for Abingdon in 1783. At a time of shifting
political allegiance changing sides was common, but Loveden
seems to have changed his political loyalties more than most,
possibly in an attempt to gain political office, or even a peerage.
Many of his constituents, already resentful for his frugality, were
outraged during the Regency crisis at his attitude which at best
could be described as equivocal and at worst as changing sides to
gain financial reward from political office. He opposed Pitt as a

(continued on page 95)
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(continued from page 90)

“man of doubtful gender”, but later sought his support when
attempting to stand as one of the Berkshire County Members of
Parliament. He lost his Abingdon seat in 1796 while he was still
unpopular in the county but then said he was determined never to
enter Parliament again — however, he eventually became MP for
Shaftesbury.9

So what conclusions can we draw? At the time of his separation
Edward was almost 60, while Anne was 36. His interest in her
may have waned and once the liaison started Edward may have
seized the opportunity of waiting for his young wife to step over
the bounds of impropriety which could lead to divorce. Whether it
was Edward or his son Pryse either one, or both of them, had
much to gain from separation and divorce.

There was no love lost between Edward’s family and Anne.
Edward wrote to his sister Jane Gill telling her about the
discovery of the letters. Jane wrote back immediately, “how such
devils never existed, I wonder much they did not connive to give
you a dose of poison, I am certain they were both equal to it - and
I firmly believe had she continued under your roof, it would have
been effected, without doubt”.10

What happened to Anne and Tom? The Loveden papers at the
Berkshire Record Office includes a letter from the Town Clerk at
Abingdon, Samuel Sellwood, dated 9 August, 1811.1 In it he refers
to the vacancies at Merton (Tom’s old College), “B[arker] of
course has taken his leave, but I think with you his courage will
never carry him to Spain as a Volunteer”. The letter goes on to
speculate that Anne and her mother were planning to leave
Berkshire.

Anne and Tom did in fact leave the county. They moved to
Hambledon in Buckinghamshire where Tom purchased ‘Bakers
House'. Here they lived together until 1821 when his beloved
Anne died. In her will she left her entire estate worth about seven-
teen thousand pounds to Tom.!2 Her husband Edward died the
following year so Ann and Tom were never able to marry. Edward
bequeathed “to his old and faithful friend Francis Knight” a dress
sword and gold-headed cane. His servants received annuities: “my
o0ld and faithful servant Hannah Calcott” received one of £20, the
widow of another servant received £11 for life, the widow of his
groom an annuity of £20 and Warren Hastings and James
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Hooper, who played such an important role in the story, were
given £50 each. Most of the estate apart from provision for his
sister and his daughters by an earlier marriage was left to Pryse.
Clearly the servants did well by standing by their master.3

Tom'’s father John Raymond Barker died in 1827. As well as his
property at Fairford Park he also owned a house in Portman
Square, London. 4 He provided for all his sons and daughters,
including Tom. The size of the estate would have allowed Tom to
have a good lifestyle. He appears to have played a full part in the
life of the community in Buckinghamshire curiously becoming a
magistrate, probably as early as 1832, and chairman of the Gaol
Building Committee. He seems to overcome his love for Anne and
eventually married Eliza Jane, who was nine years his junior. He
died on 23 June 1866 aged 88 and is buried at Hambledon
churchyard with Eliza Jane,
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Circumstances may mean that this schedule will have to be
adjusted at short notice. Therefore, if you are hoping to
come to the Record Office, we strongly recommend that you
check with staff in advance to make sure that you will have
a worthwhile visit.

Berkshire Record Office, Shinfield Park, Reading, RG2 9XD,
tel. 0118 901 5132, e-mail ARCH@Reading.gov.uk
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Computer Forum

Eddie Spackman

The 1881 Census CDROM - “Is this a suitable
present for Christmas or a Birthday”?

It’s often said that having milked the fiche copy of the
Census dry there is no point in buying this CDROM. Many
members of the email group would not agree: “I am
amazed at the ease with which unknown facts are rapidly
discovered without too much effort from the Indexes,
Neighbours searches and Place searches. I consider that
the British package for under £30 is the best value for
money of any genealogical programme in my possession.”
Another says: “The 1881 CDROM is an absolute must.
Despite having used the fiche index beforehand, I have
come up with a number of new additions to my family
tree after browsing at my leisure. More importantly,
through applying some lateral thinking, I have managed
finally to trace my Yorkshire roots - after being stuck on
this line for 35 years. At such a modest price, it is excel-
lent value for money. And if you don’t buy it, you will
never know if you have missed that vital clue.” And a final
quote: “The 1881 Census CDROM must be the biggest
bargain in the history of mankind, let alone for family
historians.”

Other advantages are that married women with unknown
surnames can sometimes be found by searching on
forename with year and place of birth - if the forename is
relatively uncommon. Occupations with long names or
additional details are not truncated so useful information
may be found on the size of farms and the number of
people employed by the head of the household.

Some researchers have found it difficult to find ancestors
who were known to be living in Britain. One reason is
because the indexing of surnames is not what one might
expect - Oxford appears with the A’s for instance. Another
is that names may have been spelt differently to that
expected. So, persist with searches on alternative
spellings.
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Church Photographs - “Where can I get hold of
photographs of churches?”

There is an obvious interest in churches by those who want to
identify where their ancestors were baptised, married or buried -
or where they lived or went to church. Photographs add colour to
what can otherwise be very bald statements of dates and places
extracted from parish registers or a census.

There are now some internet sites which contain pictures of
churches. My experience is limited to Essex which has a site with
over 300 churches at www.debkay.clara.net/chindi.htm and one
started more recently for Hertfordshire with over 60 churches at
www.debkay.clara.net/chind21.htm. So far I know of no site for
Berkshire but perhaps somebody out there would like to start one.

Another possibility for obtaining church photographs is to go to
the church web-site (if there is one). These usually include not
only information about times of services and activities but also
photographs. Some may have the exterior - perhaps as a line
drawing - but if you are lucky there will also be pictures of the
interior and of other interesting features. Some have histories of
the parish (generally rather sketchy). How do you find these sites?
There are several ways. Perhaps the easiest is to go to the
Diocesan Home page and find links to the churches in the
Diocese. A list of Home Pages for Anglican parish churches and
communities in the Diocese of Oxford can be found at
www.oxford.anglican.org/parishes. Links to parishes in the
Roman Catholic diocese of Portsmouth can be found at
www.portsmouth-dio.org.uk/diolinks/portlink.htm. Another way
is to use a search engine and look for a particular church.

Do you have an interest in Pubs?

The ‘Pubs, Inns and Taverns Index for England, 1801-1900’is a
non-profit-making project to create a nineteenth century database
of all premises with recognisable names, including hotels, coffee
houses and clubs, and their keepers. It was estimated in 1900 that
there were approximately 60,000 establishments in England,
from which it is possible to estimate that the finished project will
contain something of the order of 6,500,000 entries. At present
the database has over 317,000 entries.Details can be found at
www.pubsindex.freeserve.co.uk.
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The Internet - Source or Resource?

At our Open Day one lady commented to me: “There is really no
point in going on the internet for family history purposes as there
are no authoritative sources of data. Even if you do find informa-
tion on individuals you still have to go to the census or, preferably,
parish registers to get the details”. All this is certainly true, but we
should not forget that the real value of the internet is as a resource
for identifying and finding data bases. It is above all a means of
communicating information.

At some sites, such as the PRO at www.pro.gov.uk, it is now
possible to print off leaflets and identify records before making a
visit. In the years to come we should expect to find ‘authoritative
data’ on the internet and indexes of births marriages and deaths
since 1837 and census returns. There are no technical reasons -
other than political and financial - why copies of original records
should not be accessible. As a start we already have access to
census records in Scotland (at a price). And, do not forget that the
IGI and ancestral records provided by the LDS can be searched at
www.familysearch.org. This has recently been updated making it
much easier to use and download information.

“Registration: modernising a vital resources”

Recently, a discussion document was produced by the Office of
National Statistics (ONS) entitled: “Registration: modernising a
vital resource”. It concerns the need to modernise the 160 year old
system for registering births, marriages and deaths. The full
document can be downloaded from www.ons.gov.uk and printed.
However, beware: the document runs to about 30 pages and with
our modest 33.6 or 56 Kbps modems could take 10 minutes or
more to download. It makes interesting reading and suggests
changes that are required to meet the needs of society today and
in the foreseeable future. There are implications about the data
that will be available for family historians in the late twenty-first
century. Responses and comments are requested on 28 questions.
These had to be returned by 6th Dec but those with strong views
might still wish to make them known to the ONS.

UK White Pages
Some people may not yet be aware that the UK ‘white pages’ are
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on-line at www.bt.com/phonenetuk. This could prove a helpful
resource for locating areas of the country where families origi-
nated - but only for those with relatively rare surnames. There are
also sites to covert postcodes to addresses and vice versa.

Eye in the Sky - a glimpse into the future

A photographic survey of Britain, described as the new Domesday
survey, which identifies “every house, town and street” will be
pictured on the internet in “a real image depicting Britain at the
end of the Millennium”. Half of the UK will be visible by January
2000 and the whole by the end of 2001. Perhaps this is another
resource that family historians will use to make their ‘histories’
more interesting. The snag - only paying customers will be able to
view any location at a scale of 1:2000. The site is at www.millen-
nium-map.com.

Miscellany

One of the problems with writing for the Computer Forum is that
it is difficult to identify the needs of those with computers who do
not use the internet. I would be grateful for contributions to meet
your needs.

Some are not connected to the internet because the cost of
telephone calls can still be very high - especially for those who do
a lot of surfing. I had thought that by the end of 1999 there would
be more ISPs providing free access. In fact in the UK only a few
provide free access, usually only at weekends, and these ISPs
mostly charge a monthly subscription. The future looks more
hopeful as it is likely that the cost of calls will have to fall to enable
e-commerce (buying goods over the internet) to flourish.
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Help wanted
Christine Kendell, 16 Howard Rocad, Wokingham, Berkshire RG40 2BX

“I am trying to find out the identity of my grandfather, and
wonder if any other members can help. My grandfather’s name
does not appear on my father’s birth certificate or in the parish
records. From my mother via one of my father’s aunts I know his
surname appears to be King but not his first name. As my father
was born in 1918, I have wondered if his father died in the war,
but without a Christian name there is no way of finding out.

T have looked in the Petty Sessions Record for 1918, but there was
nothing there. If he was in the army, would they have waited until
his return to take him to the Sessions, in which case should I look
at the 1919 records? On the other hand, my grandmother was
seventeen when my father was born; if my grandfather was a
similar age, would there have been any point in taking him to
court, as he would be unlikely to have any spare money? At the
time my grandmother was living in Hitchin, Hertfordshire.

I would be interested to know how other members have tackled
similar problems.”

Berkshire Marriage Index 1538-1837
Contains more than 175,000 marriages (including over 5,000 strays) of
grooms only. Most entries contain all register or Bishops’ transcripts. This is
the original and only complete version of the Index compiled by the late John
Brooks up to 1993, and contains subsequent additional entries. Stray marriage
contributions are appreciated and acknowledged with postage returned.
BFHS members are eligible for the reduced rate of £2 per search for each
specific marriage (plus SAE or at least three IRCs). Please do not apply for
more than three specific searches at a time. Details required include groom’s
full name and bride’s if known, with approximate date and any other relevant
information. Regrettably, non-specific or blanket searches cannot be under-
taken.

Send enquiries to Mrs. Pam Knight, Old Oak Cottage, The Pound, Cookham,
Maidenhead, Berkshire SL6 9QE (please make all cheques payable to P.
Knight).
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Chairman’s notes

Ivan Dickason

The problems over access to our new Research Centre at
Yeomanry House seem to have been resolved at long last. We can
now have access for fitting out although some electrical work
needs to be carried out and we shall require some security or
closed circuit television systems to be installed. If any member
has particular expertise in these areas could they please get in
touch with John Gurnett (0118 984 3995) or Ed Pearce (0118 947
3054) as soon as possible.

Of course, the main bulk of fitting out will comprise installing the
shelving for the library. Again, any member who is able to help
with this work should get in touch with Ed Pearce. There will be
several removal sessions and it is hoped that those volunteers who
helped with emptying our Prospect School premises will be able to
help with the removal of the Library from the store to the new
premises.

We are not yet able to determine a precise opening date for the
new Research Centre, However, it is likely to be in early February.
The new Research is equipped with a telephone information line
(0118 950 9553). Its first use will be to inform members of the
latest news of the opening date.

- Maidenhead Family History Week

The Society staged the third Family History Week at Maidenhead
in early October. Visitors were able to see the range of work
undertaken by the Society including the displays of the 1999
competition. About 400 people visited the display during the
week. This is a record for any event staged by the Maidenhead
Heritage Trust. Of course, none of this would have been possible
without the generous help of the volunteers who staffed the
display. Many thanks to you all.

June and I wish you all a happy Christmas and prosperous New
Year. May each of you find the elusive ancestor during Millen-
nium Year.
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Family reunions

Chris Relf

The International Relf Society held their gth annual meeting and
reunion on 11th September at the village hall in Great Shefford,
Berkshire. Some 25 members and relatives were present and the
hall walls were covered by Relf/Relph family trees, photographs
and other family memorabilia. The day turned out to be sunny
and warm so the amble down to the Swan Inn on the river
Lambourn for lunch was a leisurely one. Much exchanging of
family news and connections was evident and it was good to see
how well members mingled and a special welcome shown to those
from Canada who had made the trip. After lunch we were given a
talk on Relf army ancestry by Mark Relf from Cheshire who had
brought along a marvellous collection of medals and documents
he had amassed.

Then followed a talk by the Chairman, Graham Archard from
Somerset, and another member, Ruth Hewlett from Reading on
the Relf cricketers from Sussex. The most famous, Albert Edward
Relf was in the first MCC tour of Australia in 1903-4. As well as
playing for Sussex he also played for Norfolk, Suffolk, Ireland,
Kent, and Berkshire. He was cricket coach at Wellington College
for some time, and his father, John Relf, who lived at 95
Kensington Road, Reading pre-1921, also had cricketing connec-
tions with Berkshire. In spite of their Sussex birth there was
another migration of this Relf family - Ruth Hewlett’s grandfa-
ther, George Frederick Relf, brother of Albert Edward Relf,
married a Berkshire girl, Alice Minnie Smith, in June 1898 at St.
Mary’s Church, Reading. We learnt about other Relf Berkshire
connections that all belonged to the same family and have their
roots firmly planted in Burwash and Brightling in Sussex.

The afternoon concluded with tea and cake provided by our hosts
for the day, Cyril and Shelagh Relf of Great Shefford. The 10th
anniversary for the International Relf Society will be held on
September gth, 2000 at Ashburnham in Sussex where William
Relfe purchased the Lordship of the Manor of Ashburnham in
1637 - but that’s another story.
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Not all family reunions run as smoothly as the Relf’s as
Cheralynn (Charlee) Wilson explains.

It's summer, which means family reunions. Every other year, we
have a reunion for my parents’ descendants. My folks live in what
was a “shelter over a picnic table” in New Mexico’s Jemez
mountains. It’s grown to a 3-story permanent residence and has
slept more than 50 people, 18 dogs, and a cat in a single weekend.
This is where we congregate.

Our reunions are not dull. The first one (1994) was so exciting we
almost decided to cancel further reunions, believing, or perhaps
hoping, we'd never top it. Among the memorable events was the
abseiling incident in which my eldest daughter caught her hair in
a carabiner, and was suspended mid-way down a cliff. My brother,
the ex-Marine, went down on a safety rope to free her. To do this,
he required “The One Who Doesn’t Hug” to entwine her legs and
arms around his body. He planned to lift her enough to free her
hair, but in doing so, managed to slip and get his T-shirt caught in
his carabiner. Now they were both caught, and to make matters
worse, his rope had slipped snugly around the tenderest part of
his anatomy. To free his T-shirt, he opened his pocketknife with
his teeth and began sawing away at the material that was about
two inches away from my daughter’s face. Cut free, the added
weight dropped them further, painfully tightening the noose on
his nether regions. The sensation caused him to drop his open
knife that fell point down into the ground, narrowly missing a
nephew. At this point, my sister-in-law, who was filming the
whole thing, ran out of tape, so we missed seeing how brother and
daughter got out of the mess. Brother sang soprano for a few
hours. A nearby rock-climbing class witnessed the proceedings
open-mouthed. Some of them quit the class.

That night, after getting hordes of offspring to bed in tents, cars,
lofts, etc., the adults settled down for a cup of hot chocolate. It
began to rain — a real frog-strangler, complete with sound and
fury. Lightning struck, rattling windows. I yelled and grabbed a
passing teenager, causing her to throw hot chocolate on several
relatives who yelled and stampeded. Lights flickered. Another bolt
hit with a loud crackle-boom. The lights went out. Mojo (our St.
Bernard/Great Pyrenees puppy) went cracker-dog, yelping and
running hysterically over and under furniture, triggering a round
of the “Howlelujah Chorus” from the other dogs, whose owners
began to shout and chase their dogs, stomping on people and
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critters and waking the children in the loft who began to scream
because the lights were off. The tent and car people ran inside,
wet and shaking. I crawled under a bed with one of the Siberian
Huskies. Next morning, we found that a huge pine tree next to the
cabin had been hit, exploding bark in all directions. To commem-
orate the occasion, the ex-Marine carved the date and event into a
piece of the bark. It hangs in the family room today.

During outdoor church services, one Siberian Husky found a
porcupine, which goes to show what happens to dogs who don’t
attend church, What a mess! My husband, who had found a semi-
legitimate excuse to miss this reunion, got to share in the last part
when we drove into town and picked him up on the way to the vet.
When he heard about all the fun he’d missed, he got tears in his
eyes, and we could tell he was sorry.

Reunions are a lot of work, both for those planning and those
attending. The ultimate test of family endurance happens when
mother’s clan camps for four days in southern Colorado. There are
more than 250 of us, not counting dogs and friends. It is not my
idea of fun to pack everything we own and sleep in a tent with wet,
cowering dogs inside and vicious wild animals and sneaky teen-
aged relatives outside. I do not enjoy port-a-potties, especially by
the fourth day when the pre-school boys in camp have figured out
that the basin on the side is not for washing hands, and consider it
a matter of honour to use it as it was intended. I am not fond of
cooking on a Coleman stove, although, in the mountains, people
expect all meals to taste basically the same — burned or raw. I do
not relish being hit with five gallons of water travelling at 30 miles
per hour in the traditional water fight, although my sons-in-law
tell me this is their favourite part. It’s the only time they may
abuse me with impunity. I do not like the 3 a.m. hike to the
outhouse because I can't resist the bedtime Peppermint Patty (hot
chocolate made with peppermint tea). It either rains, or it is dry
and the talcum powder dust coats everything. So, why do I go?
Maybe it’s because I love to see all the little kids call each other
“Cousin” — they never bother to learn names. Maybe it’s because
we have kids with every shade of skin and hair, and two hours
after we arrive, they're all the same colour — dust or mud. Maybe
it's the demonic giggle from a five-year-old throwing a cup of
water on his Nanny during the water fight, knowing this is the
only time he’ll ever get away with it. Maybe it’s the clusters of
teenagers plotting to put oral anaesthetic in someone’s toothpaste.
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Maybe it’s the family church session or the visits around the
campfire when we hear new jokes and old ghost stories. But,
mostly, it’s the magic it works on kids. In these troubled days,
when families are crumbling, reunions give our children security
in belonging. Whether they achieve great things, whether they are
“just folks,” or rotten as year-old eggs, they know that they are
loved unconditionally. My kids don’t want to miss a reunion and
that’s pretty impressive.

Previously published by Julia M. Case and Myra Vanderpool Gormley, CG,
Missing Links: RootsWeb’s Genealogy Journal, Vol. 4, No. 32, 4 August 1999.

RootsWeb: <http://www.rootsweb.com/>
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PUBLICATIONS & MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTION

PROJECT

Jocie McBride

Since the September magazine we have published on fiche:

Burghfield, St Mary the Virgin Church, Parish Registers (1559-
1987) - £5.30 (U.K.) £5.70 (abroad by surface mail) and

Wokingham, All Saints Church, Monumental Inscriptions - Part 1
(1590-1973) - £2.20 (U.K.) £2.60 (abroad by surface mail). The
part of the cemetery consecrated in 1933 has not yet been
recorded. Would you like to volunteer?

Both sets of fiche are available from our Bookstall Manager.

Once again I am appealing for help with preparing the
Monumental Inscriptions in our library ready for putting onto
fiche. There are four separate stages involved and help is needed
on any separate process.

a)  Scanning the documents using Optical Character Reading
Software (most modern scanners have this built in)

b)  Checking the scanned copy against the original — you do not
need a computer to help with this

¢)  Drawing maps for cemeteries

d)  Writing brief histories of the cemeteries — again this does
not require a computer and will appeal to those with an
interest in local history

We have over 50 MIs in our library and any help that you can give
with any step will reduce the time it takes to put them onto fiche
for distribution.

Typists are also needed for data entry and indexing.

Jean Debney has the Poll Books of Reading for 1790 & 1849 and
the List of Creditors for the Marsh Deane Bank when it went into
receivership. All of these need to be listed and indexed before we
can put them onto fiche for the benefit of all family historians.

If you have time and would like to help with any of these projects
please contact me by phone or email. We really do need your help
to make this information available to everyone.

Jocie McBride Tel. 01491 573705 or email jocie@globalnet.co.uk
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Q & A WITH JEAN

Barry White of Australia: e-mail <barrmpwhite@talk21.com>

I am researching my Ansell ancestors in east Kent and
have found a Reginald Ansell, Rector of Stowting in
Kent, who left to his son’s children “the perpetual
patronage of the Rectory of Stowtinge and to their heires
forever”. I'm trying to discover how Reginald came by
this patronage. His father, also a minister but not at
Stowting, didn’t mention it in his will, nor did the
previous Rector of Stowting.

How can ‘patronage’ be acquired? Did the Church have a
say in who might receive it? And is there a class of record
that might reveal how Reginald acquired it in the first
place? I'm not asking you to comment on the specifics
relating to Reginald.

The right of nomination or presentation to an ecclesiastical
benefice is called an advowson. An advowson is held by a patron,
who may be an individual or institution, clerical or secular. The
patron presents the candidate to the appropriate bishop, although
the nomination may be refused. Lay Advowsons date from the
eighth century and became more common after the Reformation
(1530s) when monastic estates and holdings fell into lay hands
(they were sold). Since 1924 a Lay Advowson cannot be sold after
two vacancies have occurred and, from 1933, parochial councils
could purchase the advowson except where it was in the gift of the
Crown or a bishop.

Mark Herber’s ‘Ancestral Trails’ (pages 396-8), details records of
Church of England clergy and their ordination, including various
printed directories from the 19th century and biographical details
of clergy from 1066 to 1854 by diocese and archdeaconry
(indexed) in ‘Fasti Ecclesiae Anglicanae’. Apparently this is now
available, 1541-1857, on-line at
http://ihr.sas.ac.uk/publications/fastiz.html and lists the ‘higher
clergy’, bishops, archdeacons & cathedral clergy.

Institution Books (1556-1838) at the Public Record Office are
arranged by county between 1556 and 1660, by diocese between
1661 to 1838 and then by place. Information includes the names
and dates of the clergy instituted to the benefice and names the
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patrons of the benefice. These can be used to trace when your
ancestors started and ended their time as a patron. See ‘Tracing
your ancestors at the PRO’, ed Amanda Bevan.

Among the bishop’s miscellaneous documents in the diocesan
record office (now usually the local county record office) may be
found letters and other presentation papers of recommendation
from patrons and others prior to the appointment of a new incum-
bent to a benefice. The bishop’s act book records any appoint-
ments with the date, name of the patron and details of his right of
presentation. Some bishops’ act books have been printed and are
listed in ‘Texts & Calendars’ by E L C Mullin.

In conclusion, although I have not found any reference to specific
records relating to such changes, an advowson could be inherited
or sold by the patron, which could be a bishop, monarch or a lay
person. Nor have I spotted any particularly useful publication in
any of the bibliographies in the books mentioned - unless I
skimmed the lists too quickly of course.

* Publications available from BFHS Bookstall at Branch Meetings
or via mail order

Ken Godfrey (3486), 94 Wishing Well Drive, Scarborough, Ontario, Canada 1T
1J4: email <kegod@ibm.net>

This photograph belonged to my grandfather, Thomas
Godfrey, who came from East Hanney, Berkshire, to
Canada about 1888. It is possible that this couple were
William Godfrey (born 1831 whose first wife was Mary
Herman) with his second wife, Sarah Ashfield, née Bunce
(born about 1841) who were married in 1874. However,
they could also be other members of the Godfrey,
Herman or Bunce families.

No wedding ring can be seen on her left hand, so it is not clear if
the couple in this photograph, who appear to be in their late 40s or
early 50s, are married or just brother and sister. However, because
it was found among Thomas Godfrey’s effects, it does seems likely
that they are all related and this picture was taken sometime prior
to Thomas Godfrey’s departure for Canada in the late 1880s.

Her best plain woollen dress chosen for the visit to the photogra-
pher’s studio consists of a matching close-fitted bodice and
separate pleated skirt. The boned and lined bodice is trimmed
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with toning satin round the neck, in two wide strips either side of
the row of shiny buttons and cuffs on her long straight sleeves.
The only washable part of the outfit is a fashionable white ‘pie-
crust’ frill tacked inside her neck-band. She appears to have a
small brooch at her throat.

His comfortable, but unfashionably buttoned up, three piece suit
has a low-waisted morning coat with stitched edges, a single
breast pocket and close-fitting cuffs. The front edge of the skirt
curves back so that the bottom button cannot be fastened. The

b
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‘Gentleman’s Magazine’ had said in 1886 that it was fashionable
to leave coats unbuttoned or fastened with a single button only
but this had obvicusly not reached all levels of Berkshire society.
His wide spotted cravat is tied under a turn-down white collar.

This is a well-arranged example of the classic Victorian photogra-
phers’ pose of a couple apparently disturbed while studying a
book together. The out-of-focus lower background seems to be
some sort of wall and she is seated in an elaborately carved wide
wooden chair.

The photographer Walton Adams had an “Art and Science Studio”
at 29 Blagrave Street, Reading, from 1886 until he retired in 1922.
Born Arthur Walton Adams in Portsmouth, Hampshire, in 1843,
he acquired his photographic skills from Dr Richard Leach
Maddox, a keen amateur photographer and inventor of the dry
gelatin plate which from the late 1870s revoluticnised photog-
raphy.

Adams lived in Southampton from at least 1867 and, with his
London-born wife Annie and seven children, was recorded in the
1881 census as a photographer. At least two of his sons, Marcus
and Christopher, later joined him in the business. Although the
Blagrave Street premises were sold to Pelham Crowe in 1922 it
continued to operate under the name “Walton Adams”. In 1969
the business changed hands again and moved to 1 Prospect Street,
Caversham where it is still listed as “Walton Adams & Sons Ltd”.

Sources: A Century of Photography in Reading, compiled by Mary Southerton
(1986), unpublished typescript in Berkshire FHS Reference Library. 1881
census: PRO - RG 11/1214/64 & RG 11/1351/62. BT Telephone Directory
Reading 1998
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Members’ Interests

Compiled by Bob Plumridge

MEMBERS SUBMITTING THEIR INTERESTS:

205
439
1172
2364

2420
2820
3257
3465

3705
3867
3929
3932
3946
3990
4001
4036
4045
4066
4068
4078
4093
4094
4095
4099
4107
4108
4110

4112

4116

Mr & Mrs EC Debney, 8 Huckleberry Close, Purley, Reading, Berkshire RG8 8EH
Mr PGH Saunders, St Ann, The Street, East Preston, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN16 1JJ
Mrs S Brewer, 15 Ventnor Road, Apse Heath, Sandown, Isle of Wight PO36 0JT

Miss J Cox, The Garden Apartment, The Village Store, Church Street, Hampstead Norreys,
Berkshire RG18 oTB

Revd PJ Jacobs, The Rectory, Portland Ave, Murston, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 3QY

Mr & Mrs VJ Curtis, Grasmere, 48 Hamilton Avenue, Pyrford, Woking, Surrey GU22 8RU
Mrs L MacMillan & A Keen, 19 Grangely Close, Calcot, Reading, Berkshire RG31 7DR

Mr & Mrs M Roberts, Cross Lanes Cottage Rotherfield Greys Henley-on-Thames Oxon RGg
4QA

Mrs JC Powles, 172 Turney Road, Dulwich, London SE21 7JL.

Mrs BA Webb, 23 Brake Close, Bradley Stoke, Bristol, Avon BS32 8BA

Mrs SA White, Archways, Great Oak, Raglan, Gwent NP15 2AQ

Mrs J Harris, Melrose Cottage, Waste Lane, Balsall Common, Warwicks CV7 7GF

Mr IC Costar, South Mead, Bernards Close, Chearsley, Bucks HP18 oBY

Mr & Mrs PW Kendell, 16 Howard Road, Wokingham, Berks RG40 2BX

Mrs H Touch, 5 Brain Street, Glascote, Tamworth, Staffs B77 2DJ

Mrs C Cannon, Brynteg Adpar, Newcastle Emlyn, Dyfed SA38 9EH

Mr EJ Sollis, 6 Welford Close, Skegby, Sutton in Ashfield, Notts NG17 3LD

Mrs P Bridges, Willow House, Church Road, Little Waldingfield, Sudbury Suffolk CO10 0SP
Mr A Egan, Apt 201 390, Little Collins St, Melbourne, Victoria 3000 AUSTRALIA

Mr G Burch, 6 Radlett Road, Watford, Herts WD2 4LP

Mrs H Newton, 31 Ridge Hall Close, Caversham, Reading, Berks RG4 7EP

Miss TA Boozer, 48 Court Road, Burham, Rochester Kent ME1 3TA

Mrs RH Lane, 16 Brill Close, Caversham, Reading Berks RG4 7RD

Mr M Sargeant, 111 Staines Road East, Sunbury on Thames, Middx TW16 5AD

Mrs EM Sendall, Gladney House, Ceres By Cupar, Fife KY15 5L.T SCOTLAND

Mrs C Haines, 68 Musgrave Street, Penrith, Cumbria CA11 9AS

AB Collins, Stonewold, Trinder Road, Wantage, Oxon OX12 8EE

Mr M Duncan, 269 St Leonard’s Road, Windsor, Berks SL4 3DR

Mr & Mrs D Hutchins, 9 Broomfield, Park Street, St Albans, Herts AL2 2HY
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4120 Mr AD Bailey, 2 Stanmore Stn, London Road, Stanmore ,Middx HA7 4PD

4122 AH Baylis, Court Oak Farm, Boxford, Newbury, Berks RG2o 8RG

4123 Mrs VM Simkins, Earley Rise, 157d Wokingham Road, Reading Berks RG6 1LP
4126 Mr MW Harper, 448 Duffield Road, Allestree, Derby DE22 2DH

4127 AJ Tidbury, 22 Worthington Way, Colchester, Essex CO3 4LA

4128 Mr RW Keevil, 8 Jillian Close, Hampton, Middx TW12 2NX

4129 Miss W Mackney-Mills, PO Box 688, Stanley, FALKLAND ISLANDS

4130 Miss R Gill, 73 Buckstone Crescent, Edinburgh, Lothian EH1o 6TR

4135 Mrs M Titchner, 12 High Road, Essendon, Herts ALg 6HW

4136 Mrs J Armstrong, 1829 Douglas Crescent, Nanoose Bay, British Columbia CANADA VgP 9C7
4137 MG Thompsett, 189 Canterbury Road, Kennington, Ashford, Kent TN24 9QH
4141 Miss PD Mann, 4 Waddington Avenue, Old Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 1QJ

4144 Mrs HM Booth, 2/44 Howe Street, Howick, Auckland 1705 NEW ZEALAND
4148 J Fielder, 31 Brandeis Street, Tel Aviv 62001, ISRAEL

4151 MTr B Oliver, 68 Valley Road, Kenley, Surrey CR8 58U

4154 Mr D Courtney, 10 Bloomfield Road, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 4NS

4156 MrJ Francis, 12 Naseby, Bracknell, Berks RG12 7HD

4160 Mr R Hazell, 16 Shepherds Way, Liphook, Hants GU3o 7HF

4170 Mr & Mrs M Houldey, 27 St. James Close, Pangbourne, Reading, Berks RG8 7AP
4174 S Daffarn, Woodlands Cottage, 26 Woodlands Rd, Camberley, Surrey GU15 3NA
4176 Mr S Bashford, 34 Horsecroft Gardens, Warmley, Bristol BS30 8HU

4182 Mrs ML Clark, Totley, New Road, Rotherfield, Crowborough, East Sussex TN6 3JS
4194 Mr C Dixon, 40 Norset Road, Fareham, Hampshire PO15 658

Family History Research

New Brunswick, Canada

Census Records Vital Records Municipal Records
Land and Probate Records Marriage Bonds Loyalists of NB
Parish Records Cemetery Transcriptions Newspapers and Directories

Militia and Military Records (pre-1900)
Published and Unpublished Family Histories

Enquiries, including an SAE and first class postage to:
Carolyn Harris, BA, MEd. PO Box 20226 Fredericton, NB Canada E3B 7A2

Tel: 506-454-4965, email: hilderly@nbnet.nb.ca

search fees: £7.50/hr or $15 Canadian/hr
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VICTORIA Hand bindery specialising in the
STEVENS sympathetic repair and restoration of
antiquarian books.

High Quality  New books, book boxes and albums
Bookbinding also made to your individual
requirements.
& No job too small - price list available on
Book Repair  tequest.

For advice and further information

@ please ring:

Reading 0118 947 3035

Wiltshire WILTSHIRE’S NIMROD
Published Indexes (some books/all INDEX
fiched) Marriages 1538-1837, Varied 1242-
1. 1871 census SURNAMES (complete) 1930 WILLS 1242-1887
2. Burials to 1837 (collection 1) £2 search fee per surname, per
3. Wills Beneficiaries 1800-58 (14 index, plus 20p each entry provided
courts) 1851 Census £2 Search fee plus 20p
Free surname search offered to per household
Berkshire FHS Members on the first | | Work can only be done on receipt of
3 volumes of 1851 census so far search fee and SAE
Completed: NE Wilts., Salisbury, Location of Documents for
and Wiltshire Wiltshire Parishes. 50p plus postage
per parish
Dollars acceptable by arrangement
THE RING - marriage index by Cheques to be made payable
parish T‘olB.Carter or J.Cartgr.
1851 census FULLY transcribed by Enquiries to be accompanied by
piece humber SAE.
Both on fiche. Send SAE for details. Barbara and Jenny Carter, 1
P. Wilson, 11 Ardmore Close, Lansdown Rd, Swindon, Wiltshire,
Gloucester, GL4 0BJ SN1 3NE
e-mail: wis@mcmail.com 10% off invoice, excluding postage, for WFHS
members, quote membership no.
web: www.wis.mcmail.com email: nimrod.index@btinternet.com
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Postal research services

We are happy to search the following
indexes. Please send your request and
search fee, together with a stamped self-
addressed envelope, or two IRCs, to the
person whose name and address is given
against the particular index.

Berkshire name index

This contains more than 100,000 names
found in documents and a large number
of members’ birth briefs have also been
indexed. This Index is continually
growing as new material is added.
Searches may be made with a maximum
of six references photocopied onto an A4
sheet. The charge is £5 for up to five
surnames with a maximum of 30 entries
(five A4 sheets) per enquiry. If you are
not a member there is a search fee of £1
per surname. Please send two stamped
self-addressed envelopes or two IRCs if
you wish an acknowledgement.

BFHS, c¢/o Mrs Pat Deane, 183 Long
Lane, Tilehurst, Reading, Berks, RG31
6YW

1851 Berkshire census

The Census is fully transcribed and held
on computer. Printouts can be supplied
of any folio (the required references can
be obtained from our published indexes)
and the charge is 50pence per folio with
a minimum of £1 (£1 and £2 respec-
tively if not a member) giving two folios.
The charges are £1 per search per
surname (f2 if not a member) and
printout charges are then as above. Send
your request and search fee, together
with a stamped self-addressed envelope,

or two IRCs to:

BFHS, c¢/o Mr
Ravenswood  Avenue,
Berkshire, RG45 6AY.

Geoff Mather, 18
Crowthorne,

1881 Census for England and
Wales

This Census has been transcribed and
indexed after a nationwide effort. We
have a complete set of fiche for each
county. The charge for an estimate of the
number of prints is £2 per county
searched per surname, including two
sample printouts (£3 if not a member).
Thereafter A4 printouts are charged at
sopence for each additional page. We
can search and produce printouts by
county in “Surname order”, “Surname
by Birth Place”, “Surname by Census
Place”, “As Enumerated”, or from the
“Miscellaneous - Notes, Institutions or
Vessels” fiche sets.

BFHS, c¢/o Mr Ivan Dickason, 1 Mower
Close, Wokingham, Berkshire, RG40
1RZ

Other county census indexes

We hold copies of Census Indexes,
mainly 1851, for many other counties of
England, Scotland and Wales in booklet
form or on fiche. The charge for a
search and an estimate of the cost of
any printouts is £2 per county searched
per surname including two sample
prints (£3 if not a member). Charges
thereafter will depend upon the type of
A4 size copies to be made and the
number of prints involved.

Please write to Mr Ivan Dickason, as
above.
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Around the world for free
with Local History Madaz__ine,

How? Because all subscribers can place up to 50 words free in the
magazine’s Noticeboard, which also appears on our World Wide Web site,
at no extra cost. Each issue contains the latest news, the best articles
and more book and periodical reviews than anywhere else. All of which
makes for the best local history magazine you can buy.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, contact us by post, phone, fax or e-mail,
Or visit our website on www.local-history.co.uk to get a flavour of what's
in the latest issue.

‘Local History Magaz_ine, certainly is an important source of

information for hands-on enthusiasts for the whole of Great Britain.’
Tracy Turner, BBC Education

The Local History Press Ltd
3 Devonshire Promenade, Lenton, Nottingham NG7 2DS.
Telephone: 0115 9706473 — Fax: 0115 9424857.
E-mail: editors@local-history.co.uk.
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The Bulletin

Editorial - Gravestones under
attack

Graveyards in many parts of England
and Wales will be threatened if a report
compiled by the Institute of Burial and
Cremation is accepted by local authori-
ties. Written by Angela Dunn it suggests
that tombstones should stand for no
more than 30 years because of the
number of accidents involving
crumbling masonry. According to the
study of the 199 authorities surveyed
1.5% reported accidents in graveyards
they are responsible for — three of them
fatal.

Although the memorials are the respon-
sibility of the owners, the cemetery
authorities are answerable for safety.
The thirty-year rule would apply unless
the onus for maintaining the graves was
taken on by the owners. But family
historians in the future may not come
across a memorial for their family until
many years after the burial took place.
If this report is accepted then unless the
local authority can trace the family
involved, they may have the right to
remove the memorial entirely.

This has already happened in many of
the large cemeteries. In the older
cemeteries in Greater London many
local authorities have bulldozed acres of
land with their memorials, to make way
for new burials. Some, like Westminster
Council, sold off cemeteries to private
developers. It was only after a public
outery that the decision was reversed.
Pressure will have to be put on

Berkshire authorities to ensure that
similar measures are not taken here.
The author of the report admits this is
likely to be a very sensitive subject and
that when considering the removal of
memorials the cemetery authorities will
have to consider the heritage of these
sites, and that headstones will be spared
if they have special historical signifi-
cance.

The Society of Genealogists’ policy is
not to campaign for the preservation of
headstones, providing they are properly
copied, but that ignores the heritage of
our past. Too many of our cemeteries
have been allowed to decay to the point
where the graves have become
vandalised by hooligans. Alan Bennett
after visiting his uncle’s First World
War Grave in Belgium was astute when
he wrote: “if this foreign field were
forever England the bronze door would
have long since been kicked off, the
gates nicked ‘Skins’ and ‘Chelsea’
sprayed over all”. How should we
preserve the past for the future?

Slough Branch Meetings

From January 25, 2000 Slough Branch
meetings will be held at Windsor. The
new meeting hall is at Christ Church,
United Reformed Church, William
Street, Windsor. As before meetings
begin at 7.30pm for 7.45pm. For details
of how to get to there contact the
Branch Chairman on 01753 539975.
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Roses to Roundheads

This is the title of the Federation
Council meeting and conference to be
held at Bishop Grosseteste College,
Lincoln, during the weekend beginning
September 1, 2000. The conference is
being organised by the Lincolnshire
Family History Society and will include
speakers on a range of topics covering
the period from the Wars of the Roses
to the English Civil War. For further
information and application forms write
to Mrs. Brenda Webster, 25 Fen Road,
Heighington, Lincoln LN4 1JL
enclosing a stamped self addressed
envelope.

Paddington train disaster

Most people living in Berkshire will
have been touched in some way by the
train accident that occurred on October
5. I have been a regular commuter on
the Reading to Paddington line for
more than 25 years, so seeing the
pictures of the two trains after the colli-
sion was especially difficult to compre-
hend. Ireceived a card from Una
Wickett, from Honington, Bury St.
Edmunds, who has been a member of
the Society for many years. She writes.
“May all of you who have been touched
in any way know that the thoughts of
those far away are with you. God bless
and take care of you”. Thank you, Una,
for your kind thoughts.

Reading Town Hall Lectures
2000

In association with Reading Museum
and Archive Service, the University of

Reading Department of Continuing
Education has organised a series of
lectures on life in Berkshire over the
past millennium. Some of the keynote
speakers, already familiar to Berkshire
family historians, include Margaret
Gelling, Brian Kemp, Ralph Houlbrooke
and Joan Dils. The lectures cover a wide
spectrum of Berkshire life: from church
monuments, customs and manners in
Elizabethan and early Stuart Berkshire
to the changes that have occurred over
the past century which has taken
Berkshire from a predominantly
agricultural county to the modern
trading and technology centre of today.
The lectures will take place on alternate
Tuesdays at 7.30 in the Town Hall,
Reading. The first lecture on place-
names and landscapes will be held on
January 25, 2000.

If it moves, tax it - hat duty

Did you know that between 1803 and
1811 a licence was required to sell hats:
in towns and cities it was £1, and five
shillings in rural areas. Failure to obtain
a licence could lead to a fine of £50. In
addition there was a graduated duty
payable on all hats sold from 6d on hats
between five shillings and seven
shillings up to a hefty three shillings on
hats worth 16 shillings or more.

More from the 1881 CDROM

Roy Stockdill, editor of the Journal of
One-Name Studies, has been searching
through the 1881 census on CDROM
again. After finding Queen Victoria
he’s found more eminent Victorians.
Florence Nightingale, the heroine of the



Crimea, was living in South Street,
Mayfair; two doors away was the Earl of
Lucan, who shared responsibility with
the Earl of Cardigan for the Charge of
the Light Brigade.

He’s also discovered that one of the
victims of Jack the Ripper, Annie
Chapman, had connections with
Windsor. She was born Eliza Anne
Smith in 1841 to George Smith and
Ruth Chapman. She married at All
Saints’, Knightsbridge, a coachman,
John Chapman, a relative of her
mother, and they lived in West London
until some time in 1881 before moving
to Windsor. Her husband was in the
service of a gentleman at Clewer,
Windsor. Annie was murdered on
September 8, 1888, Jack the Ripper’s
second victim.

A 1901 Census update

The contractor for the digitisation and
internet programme for the 1901 census
is, as expected a government agency,
the Defence Evaluation Research
Agency. Charging on the internet will be
based on the principle of the full cost of
the service and rates will be set to
encourage maximum use. Any profits
will be used to finance the digitisation
of other censuses. The charges have not
been fixed, but the indications are that
the index containing name and place
would be free. To obtain a copy of the
transeript would be about 50pence and
to view the original, which could be
down loaded, 8opence. There would be
a minimum charge of five pounds, but
heavy users may be able to maintain an
account.
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North Moreton

The register of burials for North
Moreton for the period 1813-1891,
includes the burial in November 1813 of
three members of the Bland family, 24
year old Harriet, 36 year old Mary, and
baby Elizabeth, all of smallpox; the
suicide by hanging of Richard Woolley,
68, in 1816 and in 1844 the death and
burial of “John Lamb alias John
Moorhen”, a travelling bottomer of
chairs, who died in Wallingford
workhouse aged 27. There are also
some unusual prayers for an election:
“pray that all candidates, agents,
canvassers, and electors, may avoid
every temptation to impute unworthy
motives....and may refrain from making
or embracing, unfounded promises”.
It’s prayer that modern politicians
ought to remember before every
election.

South Moreton

The Berkshire Record Office has just
acquired some parish records from
South Moreton. Perhaps the most
welcome were two volumes of
overseers’ accounts and rates for 1790-
1808, thought to have been lost many
years ago. They contain detailed
records of expenditure on poor relief in
this downland parish during a period of
particular hardship in rural communi-
ties generally caused by a series of bad
harvests in the mid-1790s which led to a
scarcity of wheat and high prices for
food.
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Ain’t this sweet - an entry
from the 1851 Census

Geoff Mather contributed this entry
from the 1851 Census at 69 Oxford
Road, Reading.

Ellis, Henry F: Head: 38: Plebeian
gardener and Chartist: Born: City of
Chimney Pots

Ellis, Ann: Wife: 39: Fruitful wife:
Household and maternal cares: Born:
Ufton: BRK

Ellis, Mary: Dau: 15: Parents house-
maid: Born: Reading: BRK

Ellis, Ann: Dau: 13: Parents housemaid:
Born: Reading: BRK

Ellis, Henry: Son: 11: Much work and
little pay: Born: Reading: BRK

Ellis, John: Son: 9:Helps brother and
plays with the others: Born: Reading:
BRK

Ellis, Charles: Son: 7: Goes to school
whistling as he goes: Born: Reading:
BRK

Ellis, Thomas: Son: 3: Stops at home
and plays with baby: Born: Reading:
BRK

Ellis, Edwin: Son: 4m: Nursed tenderly:
Born: Reading: BRK

In deaf and dumb column presumably
referring to his loving wife is: Can hear
the Church bells: Talks to her baby and
wears specs when daylight grows dim.

Kennington

The archives of Kennington Local
History Society have been transferred to
the Oxford Central Library. Before the
local government changes in 1974
Kennington was in the ancient county
of Berkshire.

Buckinghamshire Family
History Society Open Day

The Buckinghamshire Family History
Society will be holding an Open Day
2000 at Aylesbury Grammar School,
Walton Road, Aylesbury, on Saturday
July 22, 2000.

William Penn

Although William Penn, the English
Quaker and founder of the colony of
Pennsylvania was born in London, he
lived at Ruscombe from 1710 until 1718,
where he died aged 74. A Bristol based
Community Group is carrying out
research into the Penn family history.
Any details of his family house, local
correspondence, and pictures would be
welcome. If you would like to help
contact Jim McNeill, Chair, Living
Easton, 10 Eastville, Bristol BS5 6JS

And finally...

If you like a Kiss go to Crewe, to see a
Tart take a train to Telford and for a
Binge visit Cambridge. This is not a vice
tour of England, but a survey of unusual
surnames compiled by a marketing and
information company. Lovejoy, Flitter
and Eighteen appear as the most
unusual names in Reading. Unless of
course you know better.......
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