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DISCLAIMER:

Genealogical Society Gladstone District Inc. and its members either

individually or collec� vely does not accept any responsibility for the opinions 

or   informa� on contained in this newsle� er.

Patron: Gail Sellers

President Jan Koivunen 0417 216 062

Vice President  Geoff Honan 0468 473 372

Secretary Yvonne Cooper 0439 766 647

Treasurer Valerie Kearney 0419 677 868

Minutes Secretary Paule� e Flint 0415 353 557

Librarian Judy Spencer 0419 757 640

We have internet access at our resource centre thanks to

the sponsorship of:

The Resource Centre is situated in the George Young
Building, Francis Ward Drive, Gladstone

Our Centre is air-condi� oned

This journal, “TimeLine “ is producedThis journal, “TimeLine “ is produced

in April, July, and November each yearin April, July, and November each year

Ar� cles can be preferably emailed to 
gladgen@hotmail.com

The cost of postage of TIMELINE to members is $5.00 per year.
The cost of postage to individuals who are not members of our
society is $10 per year.

Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the First Na� ons Peoples and pay        

respect to Elders, past, present and emerging.
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From the Editor’s Desk
This issue contains much for remembering.

25th April we commemorate ANZAC Day and remember

Thomas William Muirson

a member of “Z” Special Unit from WW2.

The city of Gladstone, lost a remarkable woman who will be

sorely missed-Norma Tanna.

Dr. Jennifer Harrison (a Queenslander) is the Latest Recipient

of the Wallace Clare Award for Irish History Research.

Boyne-Burne�  Inland Rail Trail has given new life to old rail 

trails.

Check out the Gladstone Regional Council’s map of local

cemeteries.

Are you receiving our emails?

Please ensure that you can receive emails from:

gladgen@hotmail.com

Check out our Facebook page

Facebook: h� ps://www.facebook.com/

Genealogical.Society.Gladstone.District.Inc

The following is a list of people who may be able to assist your

researches:

Judy Spencer jcspencer1@bigpond.com 0419 757 641

Central Qld, Victoria, Irish, Sco� sh Lowlands,       Central England   

Jan Koivunen janakoi@hotmail.com 0417 216 062

Australia including Convicts

Paule� e Flint     paule� eflint25@gmail.com 0415 353 557

Local History, South Australia, Early Qld, Computer research

Yvonne Cooper yvonne.cooper@ac� v8.net.au 0439 766 647

New South Wales, Scotland, Computer research

We have reciprocal visi� ng rights 
with the following socie� es:

Districts in the Gladstone Region (1929)Districts in the Gladstone Region (1929)
Beecher, Benaraby, Bororen, Boyne Valley, Burua, Calliope, Glassford Creek, Iveragh, Li� lemore, Many Peaks,    

Miriam Vale, Mount Jacob, Mount Larcom, Nagoorin, Norton, Raglan, Targinnie, Ubobo, Yarwun.

PRINTED by GLENN BUTCHER MLA

The Genealogical Society Gladstone District Inc. would like

to acknowledge the generosity of Hon Glenn Butcher,

Member for Gladstone (ALP) Minister for Regional

Development and Manufacturing and Minister for Water,

whose Gladstone Electorate office has kindly printed this 

Timeline journal.

Phone: (07) 4904 1100

Email: Gladstone@parliament.qld.gov.au

Bundaberg Genealogical Associa� on Inc

Kendall's Road, Bundaberg

(07) 4155 1900

Webpage h� ps://www.bga.org.au/

Opening � mes

Tue 12-2.30, Wed 10-2.30, Sat 1-4

Last Wednesday of month 7.30-9.30 (not Dec)

h� ps://www.facebook.com/bundabergfamily� es

Gympie Family History Society

Old Gympie Railway Sta� on, Chapple Street Gympie

PO Box 767, Gympie, QLD, Australia,4570

Webpage h� ps://www.g� s.com.au/

Opening � mes Wed 9.30-2pm, Fri 9.30-2pm, Sat 1-4pm

h� ps://www.facebook.com/GympieFamilyHistorySocietyInc

CQFHA (Rockhampton) Family History
Corner of Renshaw and Highway Streets Rockhampton

Webpage h� ps://www.cqfamilyhistory.org.au/

Opening � mes

Tue, Fri and Sat 1-4pm, Thu 9am-noon

h� ps://www.facebook.com/cqfamilyhistory

The Redland Genealogical Society

Webpage h� ps://rgs.net.au/ Email: redlandgs@gmail.com

(Our Library Room is located in the Redland City Council’s
(RCC) Cleveland Library, located at the intersec� on of        
Middle and Bloomfield Streets. Ask at the recep� on desk for           
direc� ons. 

Opening Times

Tue 9.30 -12.30pm, Thu 9.30 - 12.30pm, Sat 12.30-3.30pm

(Except Public Holidays & during the Christmas Break).

h� ps://www.facebook.com/redlandgs

Toowoomba & Darling Downs Family History
Webpage tdd� s.org.au
Opening Times

Mon-Fri 10am - 3pm
452 South Street Harristown 4350

h� ps://www.facebook.com/TDDFHS

Reciprocal Rights are extended to all members of family
history socie� es who visit our rooms to do research. Proof of     
current membership is required. The daily fee will be $2.50,
rather than the $10.00 charge for visitors.

For appointments outside these hours, please phone for an

appointment on 4634 7377
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Norma Tanna

19 Jan 1942– 24 Feb 2023

Norma Tanna, who died at the
age of 81 years,

was a past member of our

society, researching her Porter
and Clifford origins.  

Norma was a staunch supporter of our Society, advoca� ng for the   Gladstone   Ports  Corpora� on's     
con� nued support for us and other local associa� ons.   Her late husband, Reg Tanna, provided the 
Gladstone Ports  Corpora� on's “George Young Building” for use by us  and two other groups. 

Eulogy
Delivered by Norma's daughter, Catherine Tanna

On Friday 10th, March 2023 at Our Lady Star of the Sea, Catholic Church, Gladstone, Queensland

On behalf of the en� re Tanna family, it’s wonderful to see so many of Mum’s friends today.  Your being here is a 
tremendous comfort and a great source of pride.  Thank you. For the next few minutes, I will reflect on Mum’s life – 
which was full to the brim.

One of the more worrying openers to a conversa� on in this town is ‘has anyone told you what your mother has 
done’?  You might expect old tales of Mum wagging school or ge� ng in trouble with the nuns, but invariably 
they're stories of her community spirit and generosity towards others.

I can tell you, we are crystal clear about the quali� es that defined Mum – her spark, determina� on, and capacity to 
encourage others; those are things we will hold close and remember most.

Born in 1942 to Norman Porter (who we called Popeye) and Hilda Clifford (who we some� mes less fla� eringly 
called The Dragon), Mum and her older brother Bernie grew up in Far North Queensland. Bernie’s widow Janene,
his children Craig and Andrea are with us today.

Being a war baby might in part explain why Mum’s home was always stocked with enough food to feed an army.
And you are an excep� on if you ever managed to visit Mum and not be fed or have her visit you and not bring food.

Mum’s parents had Irish roots. Popeye was an athle� c father with a loving nature who worked in the Railway.   
Hilda, unusually for the � me, worked full � me as a bookkeeper.  These days a family with a full-� me working   
mother and a shi� -working, child-caring, father would be barely no� ced.  But it must have been quite unusual in 
the 1940’s and it shaped Mum’s work ethic.

Hilda was a brilliant piano player and encouraged Mum to follow in her footsteps.  Hilda was o� en away, and a        
terrible cook. Mum was a tom boy and she and Bernie would o� en wag school and go canoeing.  By the � me Mum 
was 8, she was boarding at Mount St Bernard in Herberton.  Holidays on Magne� c Island were precious – there
were only two breaks a year in June, and at Christmas.

Mum survived polio as a child with Popeye taking her to the Island where he would carry her into the sea to swim
back to shore. She was never one to make excuses about why she couldn’t do something.

At All Hallows in Brisbane from age 13 – Mum excelled at sport and music. She was the only boarder on the First
tennis team, which helped persuade the school to look past some of her indiscre� ons like climbing over cemetery 
fences a� er curfew.

Mum recounted many � mes that her piano skill was due in no small part to the nuns dropping the lid of the piano 
on her fingers when she played a wrong note, and I suspect this contributed to their nickname  as the Sisters of No 
Mercy.

Norma Tanna Norma & husband, Reg Tanna
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Despite this, Mum never wavered from her lifelong support of The Sisters of Mercy and Catholic Educa� on.  In her 
final years Mum and Janene enjoyed a road trip to Mount St Bernards.  Janene was the sister Mum longed for.  

Mum finished school at 15 choosing the Public Service over teaching.  A sliding doors moment given Mum found a 
voca� on in teaching later in her life.  Mum was expected to marry a cane farmers’ son, but as a  clerk at the Court 
House she met Dad. He was one of eight in a family of Lebanese immigrants who arrived in Queensland in 1926.
With support from his sister Esma, Dad studied Civil Engineering at the University of Queensland, gradua� ng in 
1955.

Mum con� nued to a� end the Civil 55 annual dinner a� er Dad passed away, usually accompanied by Mick or Bones.

This was Mum at her finest – maintaining friendships for life, making the effort to a� end annual  events which     
recognise the achievements of others and drawing her children in to understand and appreciate the history.

It caused a s� r when Mum and Dad decided to marry.  Mum was 18, and they had known each other for two years.  

As a Tanna son, Dad was expected to find a Lebanese wife and if that was a problem, one could be found for him.  
It took Mum many years to get comfortable in the Tanna family. She started to drink black tea because she was
too scared to ask for milk.

Mum stopped working a� er marriage, and had three kids - myself, then Mick, then Tony (who you know as Bones).
Only a� er I was  born in Innisfail were Mum and Dad able to visit the Tannas in Warwick.

As � me went on, Mum was accepted into the family, and we went back to Warwick every Christmas and Easter and 
worked in the fruit shop.

Nanny (as we called Mary, our grandmother) would be constantly cooking. Mum quickly earned a place in Nanny’s
good books by doing the jobs no-one else wanted to do, working hard and learning to cook.

Mick and Bones were born in Brisbane, where our family lived in Holland Park.

In 1966, we moved to Gladstone, as Dad had taken up the role of Engineer Manager of the then Gladstone Harbour
Board. This role would shape our family and Mum’s life for the next 34 years.

Life was busy. Mum had moved to a new town with three kids born within four years. We weren’t given the choice
of whether we would play sport, just which ones and how o� en – Mum had us at swimming, tennis, football and
hockey.

Mum was a very good tennis player, be� er than Dad – but they shared a love for it – Dad would organise
tournaments and play in B Grade while Mum played Pennant. Mum made friends at mid-week ladies tennis and
played in regional tournaments. She billeted junior tennis players and took great pride when they made it to
Wimbledon, and she also made it there to watch them compete.

Mum was a life member of the Sparks Hockey Club.  At age 81 she was s� ll ac� vely suppor� ng the club, and the 
night before she passed away a� ended a mee� ng where she vowed to take on the associa� on to address the 
affordability of their fees.   

Mum may well be best known in Gladstone for her love of music. She was the accompanist for the Gladstone
Musical Ladies Choir and Light Opera Society.  In the early years, she worked as an unqualified music teacher.   

There was an endless procession of young and old aspiring musicians and singers through our homes in Fisher St,
then Higgins St. She played for many musicals, choirs, musicians, singers, masses, weddings, funerals, Eisteddfods
and Christmas Carols. She played in bands, rang bells and even took up the challenge to play an instrument she
had never played before in the Encore Band.

In her spare � me, as only a young mother raising three children can find, she volunteered and campaigned to get a 
new kindergarten built.  She raised money for spor� ng clubs and chari� es and delivered meals on wheels.  She   
volunteered as an adult supervisor on school trips when we were students and for decades a� er we le�  school.

If you asked her to do something, she would just say yes. At least, that’s how I imagine she came to chaperone
local teenagers to interna� onal cheer leading compe� � ons.



Timeline Vol. 26 No. 1, Issue 144 Genealogical Society Gladstone District Inc. April, 2023

Page 7

Mum loved interna� onal travel, ini� ally travelling with Dad, then later with friends or family.  Some� mes she would 
take a cruise with strangers and return having made new friends.  Dad called Mum’s suitcase Ro� erdam, a� er the 
largest port in the world – and it would be full of gi� s - both tasteful and ques� onable.

Mum was very proud of the three of us, and her eight grandchildren and I will apologise now if she has bored you
with too many updates and stories of our adventures.  Some of Mum’s spor� ng and musical genes have been 
passed on to her grandkids. She also got some of the Irish red hair and freckles through. Being a young Mum
meant Mum was also a young empty nester.

When we le�  home at the end of high school, Mum completed her secondary educa� on. It seems hard to believe 
that we were standing here, in this church, some 22 years ago to farewell Dad. At that point Mum had been
married for more than 39 years, but she was only 58 years old. That she survived and thrived is in large part a
reflec� on of the love and support of her many close friends and community in this town.

Mum was training to be a fully qualified schoolteacher at the � me of Dad’s passing.  She kept her studies up,       
driving to and from Rockhampton.  This set the founda� on for a new and extended contribu� on to the Gladstone 
community through teaching un� l her re� rement in 2021.

If Old Mr Golding was Mr. Gladstone, then Mum, Nanna Tanna, was Mrs. Gladstone.

It was only in her last few visits, that I no� ced her enjoying res� ng and watching TV with her grandchildren, and 
they loved her so much they let her choose Korean fantasy dramas. She seemed to be always reading a book. But
in Gladstone, there was li� le down � me – there are 49 unwatched episodes of Father Brown on her TV – and Mum
was planning to enrol in another degree to study psychology for elders.

Mum could be fiercely determined. Whether it was pressing the Queensland government, trying to understand
what priva� sa� on of the port would mean for the community, or chasing down a new home for a musical group.

She could at � mes be relentless, and some called her “Stormin’ Norma”.

Mum had enormous capacity to drive others to realise their full poten� al.  She encouraged us, her children and 
grandchildren, and students, friends and strangers. She would talk late into the night to a young widow urging her
on to complete her teacher training.

There are many people in this world who wouldn’t have done what they did without Mum in their corner.

And she had no fear. Although I think perhaps she shouldn’t have, Mum recently stopped and picked up a stranger
walking to town on the road from the airport.  He was trying to get to Brisbane.  Mum took him to the train sta� on, 
bought him a � cket, gave him some food, and sent him on his way.  Mum’s random and not so random acts of  
kindness and generosity are known to many here and afar. Moses gave us 10, but Mum needed only one
commandment: do unto others as they would do unto you. But, whatever she did, it was never with the
expecta� on that others would treat her as well in return.  Doing good in the world, for its own sake, was the thing…

Looking forward, we can all wonder how we will get to where we need to be without Mum’s backseat driving. We
can wonder how the cohorts of volunteers will be rallied, organised and set into mo� on - I admit - it is a Tanna
thing. If you look the least bit idle you will be volunteered and put into service. Mum’s fridge magnet said: Jesus is
Coming - Look Busy.

We can wonder who will hound the parish priest to make an honour wall of bricks from the demolished convent.

I think we can all honour Mum by stepping into some of those roles. We can all maintain her relentless momentum
to make the lives of those around us be� er, and help others realise their poten� al.

And we can remember just how much energy and enthusiasm she had un� l her final day.  Thank you.
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Lest We Forget

NX30497 Thomas William Muirson

(30 June 1919 – 04 July 1979)

Some people may remember the stories of the “Z” Force
(Correctly known as “Z” Special Unit)

which operated during World War 2.

Z Special Unit
Z Special Unit was a joint Allied special forces unit formed during the Second World War to operate
behind Japanese lines in South East Asia. predominantly Australian, Z Special Unit was a specialist
reconnaissance and sabotage unit that included Bri� sh, Dutch, New Zealand, Timorese and Indonesian 
members, predominantly opera� ng on Borneo and the islands of the former Netherlands East Indies.

Z Opera� ves undertook almost one hundred high-risk covert opera� ons against the Japanese and were 
directly responsible for elimina� ng literally thousands of enemy troops, but the price was high – more
than eighty Z Opera� ves lost their lives. In par� es as small as two men, Z Opera� ves faced overwhelming 
odds against a barbaric and increasingly desperate enemy. Whether it was raising indigenous guerrilla
forces, raiding targets of opportunity or performing hair-raising reconnaissance missions in close
proximity to enemy forces behind the lines, the men of Z truly embodied the ANZAC spirit. The Z Men
kept quiet about their exploits for 50 years and even today, the full story has never been made public.
The full story of Z opera� ons during WWII is one of mateship, tragedy, courage and humour, but is one 
which has been largely overlooked, misunderstood and even ignored by the history books for these past
75 years.

Virtual War Memorial
h� ps://vwma.org.au/ Make a dona� on to keep these memorials online!

Thomas William Muirson

Australian Z Special Unit commando opera� ves on board the MV Krait during World War II.(ABC News: 7PM Darwin)

h� ps://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-06-20/z-special-unit-to-be-recognised-by-australian-war-memorial/7526788?

utm_campaign=abc_news_web&utm_content=link&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_source=abc_news_web

Rosemary
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Did you know that one of these brave men spent his last years in Gladstone? He is buried in the Old Gladstone
cemetery on the Dawson Highway in Gladstone. He was brought to my a� en� on by one of our Life Members, who 
nursed him (as a Blue Nurse) in his final years and remembers him kindly. 

His name was Thomas William Muirson and his service number was NX30497. He was the son of Australian soldier,
Hector Francis Muirson No.915 and Ethel May Muirson (nee Ewens). In WW1, Hector Francis Muirson, enlisted in
Melbourne 26 Mar 1915 and served in 24th Ba� alion, A.I.F., he was wounded twice. While in England he married 
Ethel May Ewens on 11 July 1917 by licence at Westminster Congrega� onal Church in Kirkdale, West Derby,        
Lancashire. Thomas William Muirson was their second child and he was born on 30 June 1919 in Lancashire.

A� er WW1 ended, the family arrived in Australia on the ”Berrima” 28 Oct 1919 and se� led in South Australia.   

Thomas was in Goulburn in New South Wales when he volunteered for the 2nd A.I.F. on 21 May 1940, when he was
almost 21. He enlisted at Paddington 12 June 1940 in Sydney and gave his date of birth as 30 June 1916, instead of
1919 probably because his parents were in South Australia and he could not get their permission to enlist. Thomas
had red hair and blue eyes. Thomas was sent to engineers and then to “Z” Special Unit and was promoted to
Lieutenant, 11 Sep 1943 . He went overseas at least four � mes on “Z” special missions but his records are not very 
informa� ve and some are marked secret. 

He took part in the Ba� le of Morotai, part of the Pacific War, which began on 15 September 1944, and ended          
with the end of the war in August 1945. The figh� ng started when United States and Australian forces landed on 
the southwest corner of Morotai, a small island in the Netherlands East Indies, (now known as Indonesia) which the
Allies needed as a base to support the libera� on of the Philippines later that year.

Thomas was discharged from “Z” Special Force in New South Wales on 3 Dec 1945. He remained in the army in the
Royal Australian Engineers. In June 1946, Lieutenant Thomas William Muirson was serving in New South Wales, at
the Bathurst  Prisoner of War camp. On Monday 3rd June there was an explosion at the camp resul� ng in the 
deaths of two prisoners and three Australian soldiers. Pietro Monfredi (24) and Stefano Mola (28), Italian P.O.W.,
Sergeant Thomas Dickenson (40), Sapper Arthur Murray -23- and Sapper Michael Joseph Freeman -67- of the AIF
who had been in charge and with the P.O.W. party when the explosion took place.

Thomas was called to give evidence at the inquest. It discovered that the bomb shown might have been used in
firing prac� ce as the  cartridge had been fired. The bomb had apparently failed to rise from the mortar as the fuse 
must have been intact to cause the explosion. It is possible that a� er failing to leave the mortar during prac� ce the 
bomb was brought back to the camp and might have been souvenired by someone who hid it in the ash dump
where the explosion occurred.

In 1949 he was in South Australia at the immigra� on centre which was part of the Woodside military camp and was 
administered by the Commonwealth. In June 1949 it was officially  launched with an a� ernoon tea, concert and 
cra�  show arranged by the new residents. There were 1,000 migrants at the event.  It closed in 1963.

In the 1970s Thomas was living in Gladstone, Queensland, and was a bookmaker. He had had a lot of occupa� ons 
in New South Wales, a manager at Warragamba, and a garage proprietor at Dubbo and a mail officer at Liverpool. 
Thomas passed away on 4th July 1979, aged 60 years and was buried in the Old Gladstone Cemetery 6th July 1979.

(Australian War Memorial– AWM 2016.17.3)

Submi� ed by Yvonne Cooper (Editor)  Scources: h� ps://vwma.org.au/ AMF records, NLA Trove, Electoral Rolls.
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I grew up in Auburn, NSW and this memorial is very special.

I think it could be the most moved memorial in Australia (or the world).

It was built in Railway Park next to the railway sta� on in 1922 then
moved to Macquarie Park in Macquarie Rd, in 1946. I remember walking
there for the dawn service with my Dad when I was about 6 years old and
s� ll  remember the smell of the Rosemary and the jingle of the medals.

In 1987 it was then moved to Northumberland Rd opposite the RSL
building. In 2014 it was moved back to Railway Park but at the sta� on 
end of the park.

Over one thousand men from the Auburn district signed up to fight for 
King and Empire in The First World War. One hundred and thirty six of
them, including Mayor William Johnson did not return from ba� le.

A� er the Armis� ce, the local community organized for a memorial to be 
built to recognise their servicemen and to give special honour to those
who did not return. As was standard prac� ce at the � me, the names of 
all who served are listed with special indica� on of those who paid the      
ul� mate sacrifice. The memorial was unveiled with great public            
ceremony in 1922 by the Gallipoli veteran and popular commander of
the 2nd division of the first Australian Imperial Force (AIF), Major General 
Sir Charles Rosenthal. The memorial was designed and built by Melocco
Bros, a firm of stonemasons established by two Italian   immigrant   
brothers in 1909.

The memorial was refurbished to include Second World War (1939-1945)
servicemen and women, in 1946.

Auburn City War Memorial being reconstructed in Northumberland Road in 1987

Photos and story used with permission of the Auburn RSL Club, now the Cumberland RSL Sub-Branch.
Submi� ed by Editor, Yvonne Cooper

The Auburn War Memorial—a much travelled Memorial

(Auburn is in New South Wales, 5km from Parrama� a)



Timeline Vol. 26 No. 1, Issue 144 Genealogical Society Gladstone District Inc. April, 2023

Page 11

Memorial Tradi� ons 
When the thousands of Great War memorials were erected across Australia and New Zealand in the 1920s and

1930s, certain key principles were established:

Nothing on or near the memorial should detract from the honour due to those whose names are

on the memorial, especially those who had paid the supreme sacrifice. 

No war memorial may be used for any religious, commercial or poli� cal purpose.

Equality of sacrifice.  

No dis� nc� ons of rank or status are to be shown on the memorial. 

Only those who paid the supreme sacrifice may be dis� nguished from the rest.

Thus it is very rare to find, on an Australian war memorial, any men� on of the ar� st, the builder, local poli� cians, 
local veteran or any benefactor. Even the name of the person who unveiled the memorial may not be included.

In Auburn’s case, the name of the person who unveiled the monument (Sir Charles Rosenthal) is there but it was
placed around the back, out of sight. And we have no knowledge of the ar� st who fashioned the sculptures on top 
of the memorial. The Auburn Memorial simply lists those who did not return in alphabe� cal order. The name of the 
former Mayor of Auburn who was killed in France was given no prominence. William Johnson’s name is the same as
all the others in the alphabe� cal list.

Any sugges� on that a statue of some poli� cal, or even a military leader be erected near the memorial would be 
firmly rejected as would any proposal to have adver� sing or commercial sponsorship on or near the memorial.

Some war memorials in Australia have separate lists for Officers and Other 
Ranks (Maitland) while others dis� nguish names according to year of            
enlistment (Wahroonga) but these instances are very rare. It is clear that the
Auburn community strongly  supported the equality of sacrifice principle. 

The Auburn War Memorial is a large, ver� cally-oriented, sandstone
monument, with 13 brown marble tablets a� ached to its front and rear sides. 
Originally called the Auburn Soldiers Memorial, it is surmounted by three
figures. The central figure is a soldier, holding a banner or flag. Either side of 
him are two female forms: on his le�  is 'Jus� ce', blindfolded and holding scales 
and on his right is 'Peace', with a dove on her right shoulder. At the soldier's
feet is a laurel wreath, overlying a crown and a 'Rising Sun' array, inscribed
with the words 'Australian Commonwealth Military Forces'.

Originally, the soldier was designed with his arm outstretched, in a 'Liberty
Guiding the People' pose. Statues of soldiers in this pose are common in
France but are rarely found on Australian war memorials. The arm and
flagpole, upraised at 45 degrees, were frequently damaged by the elements, so 
when the statue was refurbished in 2014, the arm and flagpole were             
redesigned to be sturdier in inclement weather.

The memorial was designed by architect M. McGowan of Leichhardt and built
by stonemasons Melocco Brothers of Annandale. The statues on top were
almost certainly imported from Italy.

h� ps://www.warmemorialsregister.nsw.gov.au/memorials/auburn-war-

memorial

You can search for New South Wales War memorials at

h� ps://www.warmemorialsregister.nsw.gov.au/veterans

Photos and story used with permission of

the Auburn RSL Club, now the Cumberland RSL Sub-Branch.

Submi� ed by Editor, Yvonne Cooper
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Dr. Jennifer Harrison Latest Recipient of the Wallace Clare Award

The following announcement was wri� en by the Council of the Irish Genealogical Research Society:

The Council of the Irish Genealogical Research Society is pleased to announce that the latest recipient of the Wallace Clare
Award is Dr Jennifer Harrison, a genealogist and historian from Queensland, Australia, where she is an honorary research
fellow in history at the University of Queensland.

Dr. Harrison’s contribu� on to the study of Irish genealogy and history in the       
Australian state of Queensland is unrivalled. Over decades she has conducted in-
depth research on original material in Ireland and Australia to expand the
understanding of migra� on from Ireland to Queensland of convicts, free se� lers 
and members of the colonial administra� on. Her experience as a genealogist and 
an academic historian has given her the skills to research and interpret the
available records and to enrich the understanding of early  European se� lement in 
the colony.

Dr. Harrison has been involved in genealogy for over four decades. She is an
academic  historian with wide ranging interests, primarily in rela� on to European 
migra� on to what became the state of Queensland, Australia. Her work has been 
acknowledged with the Fellowships of the Federa� on of Australian Historical   
Socie� es and the Royal Historical Society of Queensland. Her study of Irish         
migra� on to the state has resulted in an extensive body of published work in the 
form of books, chapters in edited works and ar� cles in academic journals. In     
addi� on, since the founda� on of the quarterly magazine Irish Roots in 1992, her 
regular column on the Australian connec� on had appeared in every single issue.

In accep� ng the award, Dr. Harrison said "I am overwhelmed to be the recipient of 
the Wallace Clare Award, par� cularly when I think of so many poten� al candidates 
all around the world. With my dear friend Dr. Perry McIntyre, we have been fortunate enough to have visited Ireland very
regularly over the years and in our travels and during our research we have been blessed to par� cipate in many conferences 
and seminars. Addi� onally, so many opportuni� es to contribute to events and to write papers and give presenta� ons over the
years have been offered. 

"Also we have availed ourselves unceasingly of the irresis� ble treasures available at various repositories all over the beau� ful
island of Ireland. In the course of our sojourns, and return visits to Australia by several of the inspira� onal people we have
encountered, we have developed many close a� achments to people and places. I am so glad that William Butler Yeats has       
already expressed my hear� elt apprecia� on so effec� vely for me: “Think where man’s glory most begins and ends, and say my 
glory was I had such friends.” Because every � me I think of a library, centre, archives or site, it is inevitably connected with
some very treasured person. In Ireland, I have had the very best of support and friendship in all my academic and family
history endeavours.

"I am par� cularly grateful to Tony McCarthy of Cork who in 1992 not only proffered friendship but also the prospect of wri� ng
for the new magazine he was about to found, Irish Roots. Who would have thought 31 years later that Julie and Maureen
Phibbs (who now publish the magazine) would s� ll be wholeheartedly suppor� ng the Australian column for which have I     
enjoyed submi� ng stories for more than 120 issues." IGRS Chairman Steven Smyrl said "Dr Harrison's contribu� on to the study
of the Irish in Queensland, and by extension Australia, is unparalleled. Her ability to successfully link the o� en limited surviving
sources in Ireland with records and material in Australia has more than amply demonstrated the considerable impact that the
Irish have made to the development of both Queensland and wider Australia over the past 235 years. Her output is prolific: 
two books, eight book chapters, innumerable journal ar� cles and many conference papers. Her regular column in the quarterly 
magazine Irish Roots has helped to demys� fy genealogical research for both the amateur and the seasoned professional alike. I
have met Jennifer many � mes over the years during her trips to Ireland and can say that her knowledge of Ireland, its history
and the sources for it, is expansive, and she is a most worthy recipient of this Award."

The Wallace Clare Award is named in honour of Rev. Wallace Clare (1895-1963), a Catholic priest and keen academic who
founded the IGRS in 1936. This was as a response to the great conflagra� on of 1922, which consumed almost the en� re        
contents of Ireland’s Public Record Office. Fr. Clare ini� ated the Society's core policy of maintaining a library which 87 years
later holds an invaluable collec� on of transcripts and abstracts compiled from documents subsequently destroyed in the fire.
He was the author of the first ever book on Irish ancestral research, A Simple Guide to Irish Genealogy, published in 1937.    
Unsurprisingly, Fr. Clare was the first individual to be elected a Fellow of the IGRS in 1937. 

Editor’s note: Dr. Jennifer Harrison and Dr. Perry McIntyre are two amazing women and their seminars and presenta� ons 
are extremely enjoyable and informa� ve. 

Check out Dr. Jennifer Harrison book “Shackled: The Female Convicts of Moreton Bay 1826-1839”

h� ps://www.govhouse.qld.gov.au/the-governor-of-queensland/speeches/2016-june-dr-harrison-s-book



Timeline Vol. 26 No. 1, Issue 144 Genealogical Society Gladstone District Inc. April, 2023

Page 13

Calliope

1900

QEENSLAND TOWNS DIRECTORY

Calliope. Port Cur� s dist. n.s. from Gladstone by coach

BAKER John Mc DONALD Alexander farmer

BENNEDICK Joseph miner Mc GREGOR George C blacksmith

CAIN William undertaker Mac KAY Peter

CANTRELL William carpenter Mac KAY William

CLARK Charles W teacher MARRICK Joseph farmer

COLE William MENZIES John grazier

CUNNING Robert carrier MENZIES John N grazier

DICKINSON John carrier MURPHY James grazier

DICKINSON William carrier MYLNE Mary Sun Hotel

FERGUSON George grazier NEILL Hugh grazier

FLEMMING A.R. mine manager NUGGETTY GULLY Gold Mining Co

GARDENER John farmer PUJOLAS John butcher

HENDERSON William saddler SCHILLING Duncan carrier

HICKSON Joseph SCHILLING John A farmer

HULME Richard SIDEY James farmer

IBBOTSON John saw mills STONELEY Edward

KEITLEY Daniel TEMPLETON Samuel

KIRKMAN Henry THREADINGHAM William farmer

KIRKPATRICK James mine owner ULLMAN Carl bootmaker

KIRKPATRICK John Bryce mine owner ULLMAN Joseph farmer

KIRKPATRICK William carpenter WATT Tan butcher

LEHR Fredrick farmer WELCH Charles Calliope Hotel

LEMATY William blacksmith WRIGHT George
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Map of Cemeteries in the area of the Gladstone Regional Council 2022
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Boyne Valley Cemetery Index:

Includes Nagoorin, Builyan/Many Peaks, Norton burials in cemeteries

The Boyne Valley Cemetery Index was put together by Life Member, Paule� e Flint, from death records originally    
held at Gladstone Court House and extracted by Life Member, Melva Bensted.

This index incorporates burial records for the three cemeteries in the Boyne Valley district of Gladstone
Regional Council, Nagoorin Cemetery, Norton Cemetery and Builyan/Many Peaks Cemetery.

All these cemeteries are now closed for burial. Nagoorin Cemetery received a faceli�  in 2018 with new fences and a 
plaque lis� ng burials placed in the cemetery. The Norton Cemetery is not maintained by Gladstone                        
Regional Council.

The Many Peaks Cemetery is erroneously en� tled Builyan Cemetery both on the signage at the cemetery and on 
the Gladstone Regional Council website. Originally, It was the Many Peaks Cemetery, although some burial records
in the index state Builyan Cemetery.

It should be more correctly named, Builyan/Many Peaks Cemetery, or Many Peaks/Builyan Cemetery. It is situated
in the Builyan locality.

Some 186 burials are listed in the index which was taken from the original death records of the Gladstone
District Court House.

The records include:

Surname,

First Names,

Sex,

Age,

Occupa� on, 

Death Date,

Death Place,

Burial Place and

Parents’ names.

Parents’ names were taken from the Queensland Birth Death and Marriage Index online, and thus may include
their transcrip� on errors. Where no  parents were  men� oned, the records annotate “Unknown” or “Unnamed”.

It also includes: The whole index in PDF format, plus available photographs of the remaining headstones and some
other cemetery  photographs, stories taken from newspaper ar� cles, a map of grave loca� ons in Many Peaks   
Cemetery, informa� on about each  Cemetery  and some death cer� ficates, all on a USB s� ck.

Postage of a USB s� ck is much cheaper than the cost of a printed copy. It is $20, plus postage and packing.               

Enquiries: Email gladgen@hotmail.com
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WHAT’S IN A NAME?

The Stories behind the Street

Names of Gladstone Queensland

by Paule� e Flint

MEET ME AT THE CAFÉ!

The stories behind the cafés of

Gladstone 1900-1970

by Paule� e Flint 2022 

BOUNDARY RIDER,

BRICK MAKER & BARD
The life and works of

Robert Alexander Fairly.

Compiled by Jan Koivunen

These two books are available from the author, Paule� e Flint.  

Mobile: 0415 353 557

Email: paule� eflint25@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/gladstonehistoryinc

Purchase Price: $30 (AUD)

plus postage& packing.

Also available from Gladstone City Library.

Available for purchase at Jan's

Flower Shoppe, Toolooa Street,

Gladstone and the Gladstone City

Library and at our society rooms.

Mobile: 0417 216 062

Email:janakoi@hotmail.com

Purchase Price: $20.00 (AUD)

plus postage and packing

What’s in a Name?” affords a   
fascina� ng glimpse into the 
stories behind the street
names of the city of
Gladstone.

From the un� mely death of 
Richard Hetherington, the
first Mayor and highly        
esteemed Postmaster, who
stumbled into the hold of the
‘SS Queensland’ when
delivering the mail at night,
to the downfall of William
Edward Hilliard, the Sub-
collector of Customs, these
stories open up windows to
the past and give the reader
a unique insight into what
Gladstone was like in the
early days.

“Meet me at the Café!”
combines photographs and
stories of the cafés, tea
rooms and milk bars in the
town of Gladstone from a
� me before television,    
computers and online
da� ng. 

Nothing compared to a
hearty burger from Mick
Corones at the Niagara Café,
or a cold milk shake with
shards of ice from Percy at
the California Grill Bar.

A� er a night at the local   
picture theatre, young
people would meet at the
local café to turn on the juke
box and jive to the latest
tunes.

Australian Bush Poetry from

the late 1800s by poet,

Robert Alexander Fairly who

lived for a � me on the       

Milton gold field at Norton, 

via Gladstone Qld, then at

Burua near Gladstone, where

he is buried.

'Fairly's verse is varied and

o� en humorous but his      

obvious forte was in the

mode of the bush ballad in

which he conveys

an op� mis� c  spirit.' (Review

from Robyn Sheahan-Bright,

Kookaburra Shells 2006.)
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Genealogical Society Gladstone District Inc.

Postal Address: PO BOX 1778, GLADSTONE, QLD, 4680

RESEARCH REQUEST FORM

Please fill in as much informa� on as possible. All SURNAMES in capitals!

If dates are known, please use the following date format, DD / MMM / YYYY.

What do you want us to do? …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Name of ancestor……………………………………………………………………………………………...……………………………………………………………………………...

Date of Birth ………..……………….…...Place………………………………………...………………….……………………………………………………………………………….

Date of Marriage ……………..………….Place………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………………………………..

Date of Death ………..…………….…….Place…………………………………………….………………..……………………………………………………………………………...

Name of Father…………………………...………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

Name of Mother………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....

Name of Spouse…………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………………………………………......

Details of Children…………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………....

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………...

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………...................................................................................................................................................................

Please undertake the above research on my behalf.

I understand that any research undertaken by the Genealogical Society Gladstone District Inc. will become available to any other

researcher at our library.

I enclose payment of $25.00 for ini� al fee plus $25.00 per hour therea� er and 30c per photocopy and acknowledge that I will be

advised if addi� onal payment is required.

Name…………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………...

Postal Address…………………………………………………………………………………...………...………………………………………………………………………………….…

Email…………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………………………...……………

Phone………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………...…..

Date…………………………… Signed………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………..

Office use only:  

Date Received……………………………………….Date reply sent……………..…………………………

Notes………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….



Timeline Vol. 26 No. 1, Issue 144 Genealogical Society Gladstone District Inc. April, 2023

Page 20

If undeliverable, please return to:

Genealogical Society Gladstone District Inc.

PO Box 1778, Gladstone, QLD, 4680, Australia


